"HENRIETTA 
OF 
GERSTENFELD:;: 

4 
GERMAN STORY, 


LS 7 ww _- 


_ 
TRE \ Hh 
1 9 4 

. 


„ But grant in public Men ſometimes are flewn, 
« A Woman's ſeen in private life alone.“ 


PoyE's EIS T. 


416 
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, 


LEADENHALL-STREET, 


MDPRCCLAEAXSYIIL, 


The ſtyle of Romances may ſerve to lead us to a know- 
edge ct the morals of ages and nations. Thus the country, 
which has produced the natural and moving HENRIETTA 
ct GERSTENFELD, is far from the fate of depravity of 
Paris and London. I form my opinion from the Book. 


E. BBE KEN TZzIN CERA on the UTjLiTyY of NOVILS. 
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4 F, as we cannot doubt, thoſe Works, 
in which are found the pureſt mo- 
rality, and the greatęſt corretineſs 
of manners, become the beſt ſchool for 
every deſcription of Readers, and par- 
zicularly for young Perſons of both 
ſexes, certain it is, that it would be 
extremely difficult to find a Book better 
adapted to that ſalutary end than the 
Hiſtory of HEN RIET TA of GkR- 
S TEN FELD. 


Suppofing 


14 Tz 
S uppofmg that wwe are wholly ins. 

debted for this Work to the genius of 
Mr. WIELAND, and that it be only 
a fiction of that Philoſopher, we are 
ſurely under much obligation to him, in 
Baving thus furniſhed us with Models 
fo exquiſitely beautiful, of the nobleſ# | 
theological | and moral virtues, With & 
Jußt and Ariking Picture of the deviations 
of Vice, and Its attendant remorſes. 


What infiruZtive Lefons has is 
l celebrated Author given us, in a 
, variety of Scenes, d. [playing the la- 
mentable inſtability of human affitirs ! 
What fine Exonples of devout reſigna- 
tion io the Divine It ill; of a Heart, 
in Profperity mee; in Adverſity firm, 


yet acguieſceus ] 


Reader 


5 
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Reader of Senfibility F the fob 
towing Letters (as is ſuppoſed) contain 
a detail of real Facis, embelliſhed in- 
deed by the genius of the tender and 
elegant WIELAND, what wiſhes will | 
you not form for the happineſs of the 
amiable WoL. xMaR, for that of young 
WERNER, w0ho fo well deſerves the 
goed fortune he enjoys, in poſſeſſmg the 
Heart of the charming HENRIETTA. 


3 Under this opinion, tt is put into the 
| hands of Youth—as a Book which 
Genius and Learning have dedicated to 
Firtue, . 
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WOLKMAR TO WISENAU. 


F ROM a country which, during 
ſeven years, was the theatre of war, 
a deſolated country, imbrued with 
the blood of its unhappy citizens, 
thy friend Wolkmar writes. 


Formerly they have ſeen me, on 
this devoted ſoil, the deſtructive 
B * 
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ſabre in my hand, combat the ene- 


mies of the great FREDERICK. 
Young, impetuous, inexperienced, 


I was merely that ferocious ſoldier, 


who, actuated by a blind aud erring 
impulſe of falſe glory, rejoices in 
the effuſion of human blood, and in 


the deſtruction of mankind. 


But, how changed, my friend ; 


that fierce ſpirit how humanized 


and attempered by age and expe- 
rience ! I ſhudder wien the fight 
of thoſe well-known icenes recalls 
paſt tranſactions to remembrance, 


awakening reflection, and exciting 


* 


remorſe. Here, I behold an entire 


village wrapped in devourng flames, 


its diſtracted inhabitants flying from 
the conflagration, or endeavouring 
to fave the wreck of their fortune 


from the rapacious ſoldiery; there, 


mothers 
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motners pale and trembling, vet 
deſperate by woe, and emboldenet 
by maternal affection, ſnatch their 
daughters from the arms of the 
vanquiſher ! Such are the ſcenes 
which injured humanity retraces in 
ny memory Auch the conſumma— 
tion of human woe, of which my 
heart bleeds at the etroſpect; my 
blood calmed, the fire of my paſ- 
ſions extinguiſhed, more humane, 
more tender, I mourn thoſe evils, 
of which I was the fatal inſtru- 
ment; but reaſon too late murmurs, 
inſpuing a regret as ſincere as it is 
utelets. 


Þut amidſt theſe bitter and en- 
anguiſhing remembrances, there 13 
one ſuperior calamity which rends 
the ſoul of your friend I have con- 
cealed it even from you. Dread 

B 2 of 


4 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 
of the inſupportable feelings which 
a recital of this diſaſterous event 
would have awakened, has deterred 
me from pouring my griefs into 
the ſympathizing boſom of Wiſenau 
from ſeeking the ſweet allevia- 
tion which friendly ſympathy alone 
can yield, —I cannot even reſolve 
to confide it to you in part, 1 dare 
not break filence, therefore 
proceed to communicate ſome re- 
| cent events, to ſhun, if it be poſ- 
| ; : ſible, the cruel remembrance of 


the paſt, 


Our young officers, unaccuſtom- 

ed to fatigue, and who know not 

yet, as thoſe whoſe hairs have 
. grown grey beneath the helmet, 
that the true characteriſtic of a 
ſoldier is to brave toil and danger, 


and to deſpiſe the luxuries and 
con- 
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conveniencies of cities; complain 
of our late toilſome marches, and 
in their letters home exclaim againſt. 
the rigorous exactions of duty, and 
the privation of their accuſtomed 
pleaſures; more inured to the ha- 
bits of a military life, more prac- 
tiſed to the imitation of that great 
King who is himſelf our general, 
Jam happy in afluring you, that 
his paternal care forgets nor omits 
aught that can moderate our hard- 
ſhips: our preſent march, com 
pared to the ſeven former cam- 
paigns, is, indeed, but a party of, 
pleaſure, conſiſting of a numerous 
company. My old comrades and TI, 
often laugh at the impatience which 
our young ſoldiers diſcover under 


the {lighteſt fatigue. . - 


B 3 I. 


6 HEENRIZTTA OF CERLSTENFELD. 
Farrived yeſterday with my ſqua- 
dron in the village; the remainder 
of the regiment being encamped in 
the environs, we know not how 
g we ſhall remain here. I feel 
the fincereſt pleaſure in the reception 
we have met from the inhabitants ; 
their kind attentions anticipate our 


lon 


defires. 


Ts it to chance, or the diſcerning 


partiality of our billet-maſter, that 
J am indebted for my preſent charm- 


ing accommodation ? I have pro- 
miſed you a full detail of whatever 
intereſting may occur, and I hope 
vou will not be forry for having 
exacted it from me. 


It was ſeven o'clock in the 
evening when we entered the vil- 
lage. The ſetting ſun ſhed around 

| us 
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us the mild and pleaſant influence 
of its moderated rays. The cool- 
ing breeze animated the verdant 
landicape, and agreeably refreſhed 
the air. My men enjoyed the re- 
laxation of the pipe, whilſt their 
horſes, leſs incommoded by the 
flies, advanced with a more alert 
and undiſturbed pace. The ſer- 
Jeant, whom I had ſent before us, 
to announce our approach, and pro- 
vide lodgings, now returned to 
meet us and diſtribute the billets. 
We moved forward, and arrived at 
the village in admirable order ; 
curiolity had drawn out the inha- 
bitants in crouds to meet us, and 
in their preſence I addreſſed my 
men, exhorting them to regular 
conduct and decorum towards their 
hoſts. 
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8 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD, 


I was foon accoſted by my land- 
lord, who is the miniſter of the 
village, the venerable ſhepherd of 
the place, leſs venerable indeed by 
his white hairs, than by the noble 
and unerring characters of virtue 
which his countenance indicated, 


His reception of me was plain and 


unaffected, but touching; can- 


dour ſat upon his lips, which 


ſeemed to move but at the impulſe 
of truth. God be with you, and 


evith us all!“ was the benediction 


of the good old man; preſſing 


my hand with all the fervour of 


friendſhip and the philanthropy 
of a true citizen of the world; 
in this affectionate manner he con- 
ducted me to his own apartment, 
whilſt mine was preparing for my 
reception. 


The 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 8 
The appearance of my aged 
hoſt impreſſes me with an irrefiſti- 
ble ſentiment of veneration and 
awe: a few ſcattered white hairs 
which flutter on his forehead, a 
brow ſerene, but a little furrowed 
by wrinkles, announces the recti- 
tude of his ſoul, and crowns the 
fineſt and moſt dignified phyfiog- 
nomy ; his cheeks yet glow with 
that animated hue which evinces 
the health of the body, and the 
tranquillity of the mind; his fine 
blue eyes, filled with ſweetneſs - 
and vivacity, inſpire confidence; 
their. look 1s peaceful and. benign, 
but at the ſame time ſteady and 
aſſured; the diſcerning. obſerver 
may read in them, that their 
owner is unconſcious. of any action 
which ſhould . abaſe them. He 


had round his neck a large white 
 B hand- 


10 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 
handkerchief, and he wore a green 
night-gown tied with a girdle of 
the ſame colour. 


At firſt fight I perceived that this 
reſpectable man claimed my higheſt 
eſtimation, and deſerved my warmeſt 
attachment, and with the frankneſs 
of a true Huſſar, ſeizing his hand 
in which mine had been claſped, I 
embraced him in my rude faſhion, 
applying my whiſkers to his lips, 
which his grey beard almoſt — 


covered. 


He conducted me into a comfort- 
able apartment, which was opened 
by a comely female, pretty far ad- 
vanced in years. Here is our 
lodger,”” faid he, ] give him into 
your care.“ The good old lady made 
me a profound courteſy, which, 

though 
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though not ſo elegant as that of our 
Berlin fair ones, was however far 
more fincere and cordial ; it had that 
intereſting {ſimplicity which always 
makes its way to the heart; in ſhort, 


8 find myſelf quite at home here. 


But what was my ſurprize on 
beholding the daughter of our vene- 
rable miniſter ! the moſt amiable and 
beautiful of women! never had I. 
before ſeen a countenance more 
powerfully intereſting, never before 
did eyes ſhoot into my heart arrows 
ſo pointed, ſo enflaming ; a deport- 
ment marked by a reſpe& the moſt 
profound, yet inexpreſſibly graceful, 
the delicate ſmile of innocence, and 
the vivid bluſh of health, combined 
to form the charming tinct of mo- 
deſty and virtue which ſuffuſed her 
cheeks, a figure——but ah! my 


B 6 friend, 


12 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 


friend, think not that I am equal to 


the taſk of deſcription, it exceeds 
my powers, and in praiſing her, my 
heart already captivated, would be- 
come jealous of its own expreſſions. 
I have ſeen women of the greateſt 


beauty, poſſeſſed of every charm 
which captivates the heart, and of 


every amiable, every accompliſhed 


quality, which confirms and ſecures 


its attachment; but never before 
was I ſenſible of a fimilar impreſſion 


to that which I now experienced; 


from the firſt moment I beheld her, 
I was no longer in poſſeſſion of my- 
ſelf. A moment after the entrance 
of Henrietta, the miniſter and his 
wife withdrew, the former to ſee 
that my men were properly ac- 
commodated, and the latter to pre- 
pare ſupper. 


IJ re- 
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I remained alone with Henrietta. 
You know, my friend, whether aſ- 
furance is to be claſſed in the 
number of my imperfections, and 
whether I am apt to tranſgreſs by 
exceſs of timidity in the preſence of 
the ladies. Well, believe it if 
you can, that I found it abſolutely 
impoſſible to ſurmount my diffi- 
dence, nay, downright embarraſſ- 
ment on this occaſion ! I could only 
admire in ſilence this enchanting 
girl. Tonce ventured to addreſs her, 
and fortified myſelf by the reflection 
that Icommanded a troop of Huſſars, 
but without ſucceſs ; ſhe perceived 
my confuſion, and her lovely cheeks 
were ſuffuſed with the moſt brilliant 
carnation. Ah! my friend, conceive 
my emotion at beholding on her 
charming face theſe expreſſions of 


a divine modeſty ! I could not i * 
the 


14 
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the half uttered words died away 


upon my lips. 


I ſtood, during this mute conflict, 


before a chair, my hands reſting on 


the elbows of it, in a profound re- 
verie. She perceived my embarraſſ- 


ment. 


« Will you not be ſeated, Sir?“ 


engaging. How many expreſlive 
graces in ſo ſimple a compliment! 
an accent the moſt plealing, a voice 
ſo ſweet, a countenance ſo charm- 
ing, a deportment ſo modeſt; 
what perfection! I was tranſported, 


raviſhed, ah! if your hand had at 


that criſis preſſed my heart, you 
would have perceived what emotions 
the fight of ſo potent an r had 


excited. 


« Mr, 


ſaid ſhe, with an air the moſt 


« * ve Y ca th 2: os 
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HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 15 
„ Mr. Ulrich ſeems in no haſte 
to return to us. ſfays the charm- 


ing girl. 


« Mr. Ulrich, do you ſay, my 
dear? What! is he not your 
father?“ 


« No, Sir; I however conſider 
him as ſuch, for he loves me, and 
he is dear to me as 2 


| 40 Then, doubtleſs, you Are re- 
« Jated to him, and have reſided 
„ with him a long time?“ 


* 


« Since my infancy.” —— 


„ You are an orphan then, ap- 
parently ; ah ! the man who had 
* a daughter ſuch as you, ſhould 
* be the happieſt.of men.“ 


* 


* 


I was 
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I was proceeding to queſtion her 
further, when the entrance of my 
hoſt, put an end to the conver- 
fation. 


All is ready, Sir,” ſaid he, 
addreſſing himſelf to me, *<** your 
people are at ſupper, and, I aſ- 
* ſure you, make very good uſe 
& of their time; your horſes too, 
% have not neglected their oats, 
„ and their racks are amply pro- 
«-yided, it is time to think of our- 

* ſelves.” | 


I affure you that this old man is 
free and communicative, and he 
is by no means a bad reaſoner; 
his diſpoſition is extremely jovial, 
and his chearfulneſs and good hu- 
mour admirable; and let not this 
ſurprize you, though he be a mi- 
niſter; 
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niſter ; how he has caught theſe 
engaging qualities, (which, let your 
auſtere people think what they will, 

are by no means inconſiſtent with 
his clerical functions) I ſhall explain 
to you. He was chaplain to a re- 
giment of dragoons during the pre- 
ceding war, and univerfally beloved 
by the officers, whoſe eſteem he 
found means to conciliate, with= 
out deviating in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree from that dignified rectitude of 
conduct which a miniſter ſhould in- 
variably ſupport ; hence his frank- 
neſs, liberality of ſentiment, and 
urbanity of manners; he is, with 
all this, by no means a novice in 
military affairs; and it is principally 
when he ſpeaks of our great King, 
that his ſoul expands and diſplays 
itſelf ; his favourite appellation for 
him 1s, our Father Frederick ; then 


his 
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his fine blue eyes ſparkle with new 
fire, and his cheeks glow with ad- 
ditional animation, his voice grows 
ſtronger ; he is immerſed in tranſ- 
port, | 


After ſupper we drew round the 
fire, when the good miniſter and 
] ſmoaked our pipe, in all the tran- 
quil happineſs of ſocial friendſhip 


and domeſtic enjoyment. But I muſt 


here, in ſincerity avow, that being 
ſeated near Henrietta, and my heart 
ſolely occupied by her, I fell inſen- 
fibly into a ſweet reverte, totally in- 
attentive to my hoſt, who was en- 
gaged in relating, with all the fire 
of youth, the particulars of his 
campaigus. „ 


This was the ſubject of our diſ- 
courſe, (I ſhall not ſay of our con- 
verſation) 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD, | 19 
verſation) when Hubert entered; 
you know old Hubert, his Huſſar- 
like air, martial mien, enormous 
whiſkers, and the tone of military 


 bluntneſs with which he delivered 


me the report, had ſuch an effect 
on Mrs. Ulrich and Henrietta, that 
they betrayed evident marks of 
fear at the appearance and aſpect 
of this formidable veteran; but 
our hoſt, whoſe heart already warm- 
ed to your old favourite, exclaim- 
ed, What a Huſſar have you 
„ here, Major! But is he as brave 
« as he appears to be? Does his 
„ character correſpond with his 


s arr” 


Jaſſured him that the mien and 
countenance of Hubert did not de- 


ceive him; I then related to him 


what J had ſeen and heard of this 


brave 
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brave man ; who, at the particular 
inſtance of the good Ulrich, 1s to 
lodge with us during our ſtay here, 


T cannot ſend you any detail of 
our operations in the field; we have 
not yet ſeen the face of an enemy; 
they continue to ſpeak of peace with 
a degree of confidence: however it 
be, I recur to patience, and that 
indeed 1s no virtue in this houſe, 
where my affections are allied to all 
who compoſe the. family, but above 
all to—but you well know of whom. 
] would ſpeak ; the more I examine. 
my heart, the more I am convinced 
the wound is deep and dangerous 
I love indeed to deſperation, but the 
haſſion which Henrietta inſpires 1s 
controuled by a ſentiment ſo delicate 
and honourable, as makes me fear- 


ful of offending_ it, even by a de- 
chration. 
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claration of the pureſt and tendereſt 
attachment. Adieu, my friend, 
think often of your dear Huſſar; 
anſwer this letter ſoon, and believe 


me ſincerely ever thine, 


LEOPOLD WOLRMAR. 
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LETTERS MS. 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER, 


T WO tedious days have now 


elapſed, and I have not yet beheld 


thy wiſhed-for return ; I number 


with fond impatience the lingering 


moments which prolong your ab- 
ſence, dear Werner ! How is this ? 
What reaſon, what event can juſtify 
your unkind delay? The more [ 
examine my heart, the more I per- 
ceive that an exceſs of love for 
Werner is its only ſubje& of ſelf- 


reproach, and how can that heart 


which adores, offend thee ? Thou 


knoweſt, yes, too well thou knoweſt 
that Hove thee a thouſand times 
Z: - more 
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more than myſelf; I have notwith- 
ſtanding, endured this painful in- 
terval, alone ſupportable by the ex- 
pectation of thy ſpecdy return. 


Perhaps the 1 of the troops 
detains you from me, but ſhould 
you then ceaſe to appear here, were 
it but for a moment? Ah! if you 
knew how to love like Henrietta, 
the pleaſure of ſeeing her, would in- 
deed become an object of im- 
portance. | 


nut you will cometthis day, dear 
friend! the pleafing preſentiment is 
an inſpiration of my heart; it would 
indeed ſuffer too much in entertain- 
ing a contrary idea; come, you will 
find me under the great elm, where, 


3 we laſt parton J have expected 


your 


r 
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your arrival with tender and anxious 
impatience. 


We have ſome of the military 
quartered at our houſe, one of them 
a Major of Huſſars, a moſt amiable 
man, and very different from the 
generality of his profeſſion ; his 
goodneſs gains the hearts of all, his 
ſoldiers call him their father, and 
his domeſtics ſpeak highly in his 
praiſe ; my father holds him in par- 
ticular eſteem, and never ceaſes to 
repeat that he has a ſoul the moſt 
elevated and moſt generous. I am 


perſuaded of this, the entire te- 
- nour of his conduct juſtifies the opi- 


nion. His perſon 1s agreeable, his 


air dignified and commanding ; his 


viſage, of the moſt lively frefhneſs, 


is ſhaded by thick whiſkers of fine 


brown 
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brown, he has the air and aſpect of 
a warriour, unmixed with ſternneſs 
or ferocity, inſpiring rather reſpe&. 
than fear; I might add that his fine 
black eyes ſhine beneath his helmet, 
and impreſs the beholder with a 
ſentiment not unpleaſing; but be 
tranquil, Charles, this black is not 
ſo fine as that which I admire in: 
thine ; for believe me, my dear 
dear friend, was he Adonis himſelf, 
he ſhould be nothing to my yes in 
compariſon of Werner, 


| ä without ſhudder- 
ing on the principles and profeſ- 
ſion of theſe military; what a 
dreadful kind of life, which every 
day expoſes its followers to the 
moſt horrible diſaſters, and which 


lays them under an obligation to 
e mutilate 
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mutilate and maſſacre their fellow- 
ereatures; unactuated by perfo- 


nal animoſity, and merely the blind 
inſtruments of reſtleſs and inſatiable 
ambition. My heart revolts at the 


idea, and I raiſe my ardent prayers 
to heaven, that I may never behold 
the frightful picture, which my 
fancy at this moment draws, un- 
happily realized; that war with its 
deſolating train, may never viſit theſe 


abodes of innocence and tranquil- 


lity. Ah! never, never, my dear 
Werner, join theſe Huſſars, nor 
take up the ſabre, to become wy ſelf 
its victim. 


Our Major is rich, if we may 
judge from the report of his domeſ—- 
tics, the ſplendour of his equipage, 
and the 3 with which he re- 


lieves 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 27 


lieves thoſe whoſe diſtreſſes claim 
his bounty. There is an old ſoldier 
of his ſquadron lodged with us, 
whom I have heard declare, that 
had he fifty lives he would ſacrifice 
them all for his officer. Come, 
dear Werner, and ſee this old war- 
riour, of whom my father ſays, that 
never did mortal better fill the idea 
which is entertained of the god 
Mars; there is not a part of his 
viſage, in which blows of the ſabre 
have not written, that he has never 
ſhunned the occaſion of honourable 

wounds, 5 


He made his firſt campaigns in 
the regiment of S. but, ſays he, 
we were then more like banditti 
than ſoldiers; and if I was brave, 
it was merely from the thirſt of 
plunder. In one of our excurſions, 
2 mn 
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1 was made priſoner by a ſqua- 
dron of Pruſſian Huſſars, in which 
Mr. Wolkmar was then a Lieute- 
nant. I engaged myſelf under 
him; it is ſince that time that 1 
have become truly a ſoldier, and 
how could it be otherwiſe, ſince, 

not a day paſſes, that the Ma- 

zor does not, in himſelf, give us 
an example of bravery and ſubor- 


dination. 


The Major, always the Ma- 
jor! methinks J hear you exclaim, 
can you ſpeak to me of nothing 
elſe? It 1s true, but believe me, 
my dear and amiable Charles, 
faultleſsly true; I acknowledge that 
T mention him with pleaſure, that I 
dwell untired.on a fubject in which 
the heart of your Henrietta is con- 
ſcious of a peculiar intereſt ; but 


Can 
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can I help it? there is in the 
whole curacy but one opinion of 
this reſpectable man, and that opi- 
nion is combined of love and of 
eſteem. My father and mother 
unceaſingly repeat that he is good 
and that he is amiable, and I will 
venture to ſay that the heart of 
Werner, which ſympathizes in what- 
ever is excellent, will ſoon hold the 
fame language. Preſerve yourſelf, 
meanwhile, from any jealouſy of 
that affectionate ſentiment which 
attaches me to him. I am ſenfible 
that I love you a thouſand times 
more than him; my affection for 
Mr. Wolkmar is of a particular and 
indefinable nature; but as I can beſt 
expreſs it, it ſeems to me, the ſen- 
timent with which a heart well 
formed, and guarded in its affec- 
tions, is filled for the beſt of fathers, 

| C2 | It. 
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It is a pure and reſpectful attach- 


ment, an interior voice which con- 


ducts me to him, a ſvperior force, 


a ſecret love, of which the irre- 
ſiſtible virtue compels me to obey 


the impulſe, and draws me, as it 


were involuntarily, towards this 


man. I never ſee him, I never 


meet him, without thrilling with 


pleaſure and ſatisfaction; this ſen- 
timent is ſometimes -ſo. prevailing 


and imperious, that if decency did 


not reſtrain. me, I would throw. 
myſelf into his arms, and load him 


with the tendereſt careſſes. He 


often calls me his daughter! ab! 


Werner! and with a tone ſo affec- 
tionate, ſo touching, that I cannot 


hear the expreſſion without tranſ- 


port. And will you cenſure me for 


eonfeſſing that ſuch a father would 
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be dear to my heart? Such a hap- 


pineſs would indeed fill the wiſhes 


of your friend, and if my ſoul be 
ſuſceptible of a higher deſire, it is, 
that the moſt ſacred ties ſhould unite 
me to Werner.. 


When I examine my heart, when 
I explore its moſt ſecret receſles, 
and endeavour to aſcertain the na- 


ture of that ſentiment which at- 


taches me to him, I dare with con- 
fidence aſſure myſelf, that his nobi- 
lity, his riches, his diſtinguiſhed 
military rank, influence me not in 
the remoteſt degree; my reaſon, 
however weak, has not in this in- 
ſtance been dazzled by the favours 
of fortune, or the honours which 
he enjoys; no! 'tis the beauty of 
his foul, the goodneſs of his heart, 
= theſe 
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theſe are the qualities of excellence 
and good which have endeared him 
to me with all the prevalence of a 
lively and chaſte affection. I truſt 
not to my own judgment on this 
occaſion; I have not lived long 


enough to be certain that I might 


not be the dupe. of ns fallacy; 1 


doubt my inexperience; but when 
every breath is unanimous in this 


favourable ſuffrage, and has but 
one invariable ex preſſion of deſert, 
to delineate his character, as the 
| braveſt, the moſt virtuous and moſt 


amiable of men, I, ſurely, may be 


allowed to join the univerſal ſenti- 
ment, juſtified by my own obſer- 
vation, and the inclination of my 
heart, | 
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The Major has no children, he 


is not even married; weigh well 


the words which he addreſſed to 
me yeſterday evening, © If I were 
“ ſo happy to have you for a 
“ daughter, I ſhould conſider my- 


« ſelf as a favourite of- heaven, 
„ and the moſt fortunate of men. 


>} 


His words deſcended deeply into 
my heart; and the impreſſion re- 
mains indelible !* They. were ac- 


eompanied with a. ſigh, ſuch as 


the painful recollection of woe 
extorts; the feelings of your Hen- - 


rietta were reciprocal, but I ſup- 


preſſed them; : I was indeed prompt- 
ed to give way to the effuſions of 
my heart, by a more than com- 

mon ſympathy. This incident has 


given birth to a croud of ſad re- 


flections; I think of my parents, 
8 Taſk: 
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I aik myſelf, who were. thy parents, 
poor and unhappy orphan ! ? An ob- 
ſcure veil envelops thy birth, thou 
knoweſt not the author of thy days, 
and never in this world ſhalt thou 
utter the ſweet name of father ; 
never, good God! ſhall I enjoy 
the tender endearments of a pa- 
rent's fondneſs, never hear myſelf 
called by the delighting name of 
daughter! 


My heart, filled with a ſentiment 
ardent to expand itſelf, effuſeth 
its feelings with. a conſtant and 
overflowing, yet unexhauſted ple- 
nitude. Hon many pages to ex- 
preſs fo ſmall a part of what I 
feel! But I muſt conclude. Remem- 
ber, Werner, that thy. Henrietta 
reckons upon the pleaſure of ſee- 


ing 
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ing thee ſoon, and of hearing thee 
again repeat thy wonted declaration, 
that thou loveſt her, and loveſt 

her alone, 
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LETTER III. 


WERNER TO HENRIETTA. 


Your conjecture, my amiable 


Henrietta, was well-founded ; it is 


indeed the arrival of the troops that 
hath prevented me from meeting 


thee under the great elm. Deteſted 
war! how thy curſed ſatellites em- 
barraſs us! Would to God they were 


beſieging Vienna, or that they were 
any where but with us; we have 
five officers, and all their ſervants; 
we ſhould, notwithſtanding, be eaſy 
enough, if theſe men of war were all 
of the ſame caliber; but if two of 


them are men of honour, three 


others are devils and profligates, 
= whom 
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whom I would moſt heartily remand 
to from whence they came. 


How happy you are with the 
Major ! he is a gallant man, but be- 
ware, Henrietta, guard well thoſe 
affections which I prize above any 
thing on earth. Have always in 
your thoughts, and never for a mo- 
ment forget it, that theſe ſoldiers 
are to us what the deſtructive hail is 
to the fields when crowned with the 
yellow riches of autumn. This cau- 
tion appears tome the more neceſſary, 
as in ſpeaking of him you ſeem to 
take too much pleaſure : you revert 
oftener to him than is conſiſtent with 
the peace of Werner, or the parti- 
ality which he flatters himſelf you 
entertain for him, a partiality which 
conſtitutes his ſole felicity. - 


What 
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What ravages have not theſe 
whiſkered men committed! they 
have burnt cities, pillaged villages, 
ſacked hamlets, ravaged our dwell- 
ings, deſtroyed our flocks; nor are 
theſe all the miſchiefs they have done 
us: how many families diſhonoured! 
what tears and lamentations have 
marked their calamitous progreſs ! 
My poor couſin Marianne! was not 
ſhe in the number of theſe unfortu- 
nate victims? Alieutenant of Huſſars, 
who was quartered with us, in con- 
tempt of the ſacred laws of hoſpita- 
lity,. did he not become her ſeducer ? 
and what was the deſpair of the 
dear, unhappy girl, in finding her- E 
ſelf violated, abandoned, and expoſ- 
ed to infamy and ſhame ?. Truſt the. 
apprehenſions of thy Charles, dear. 
Henrietta, . as theſe devils. of, 
men. 
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men in fur; if any thing untoward 
ſhould happen, and a poor man 
ſhould venture to ſtammer out his 
juſt complaint, their immediate re- 
ply is the ſabre, of which the uſe 
conſtitutes their only, and indeed, 
too effectual logic. 


No, I cannot think of them with- 
out trembling; heavens if you de- 
ceive me! if you become unfaith- 
ful! I ſwear to thee by whatever 18 
moſt ſacred, if —— no, I ſhall not 
heſitate, for what other reſource is 
then left me, what other oblivion in 


which to bury the remembrance of 


thy inconſtancy, but to ſeek death, 
to become a Huſſar! and not with 
the Pruſſians, but with the Imperi- 2 
aliſts. I ſhall then, perhaps, find 
an opportunity of avenging my 
wrongs upon him who is become my 

rival 
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rival in your affections. But, — 
no, amiable and dear girl, no, my 
Henrietta, that dreaded transfer of 
thy heart may yet be far, very far, 
diſtant; and yet ſurely the encou- 
ragement which the Major receives, 
might juſtify my apprehenſions ; 
fie, Henrietta! kiſs a whiſkered 
Huflar ! juſt Heaven and I have 

| ſcarcely ever been emboldened 'to. 


kiſs thee! | ; 


What a puniſhment, Henrietta, 
the neceffity that compels my ab- 
ſence from thee!- think. what I muſt 
fuffer, ah! were thefe military to 
decamp ! there is a rumour, of peace, 
but eur guefts-would not hear it ſpo- 
ken of, they aſſure us that the King 
is as averſe to ĩt as they. However, 
E the ſenior officers are to be cre- 

dited, 
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dited, the King is very far from 


thinking like theſe young fubalterns. 
I juſt now heard one of the old 
officers thus addreſſing himſelf to 
ſome of theſe unfledged heroes, 
« Gentlemen, you know not yet 
« what is war; believe me, that 
« when you have experienced it, 
« you will be amongſt the firſt who 
„ will wiſh for peace.” They an- 
ſwered with a laugh, © 'tis very 
well:* „Gentlemen,“ continues 
the old ſoldier, „wait however, 
* till the firſt action in which you 


« are engaged, we ſhall then ſee if 
« you will be equally diſpoſed to 


* merriment.” 


Be circumſpect and reſerved, my 
dear Henrietta; this advice is com- 


 prehenſive, and includes my per- 
petual 
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petual wiſh; to expreſs myſelf more 
openly, would imply a diffidence 
perhaps unfounded, and injurious 


to the affection which * bear to 
Werner. | 
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_ — 


LETTER Iv. 


1 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER. 


I HAVE received the books by 


your ſervant Figer, amongſt them 


I find Telemachus, with your an- 
nexed obſervations on the character 
of Antiope, which you recommend 


as a model of female excellence; 
the portrait is indeed a charming 


one, but, perhaps, inimitable too; 
the rich and deſcriptive genius of 


Fenelon, like that of his favourite 


Plato, delighted to expatiate in the 
regions of theory, and to create 
forms of ideal perfection, reſplen- 
dent, beauteous, and captivating in- 


deed 
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deed to the eye of contemplation, 
but rarely, if ever, exemplified in 


practice. 


But wilt thou not come, Wer- 
ner? How much this abſence 
afflicts me Tis only when 
engaged in writing to you, that 
I find a temporary abatement of 
that chagrin which your abſence 
creates. 

Your laſt letter ſeems to cen- 
ſure my partiality for Mr. Wolk- 
mar. Is it then poſſible that thou 
art jealous? What extravagance !_ 
Sufficiently apprized of the vivaCity 
of your diſpoſition, I wiſh not for 
this unpleaſing proof of it; but 
baniſh theſe diſguſting apprehen- 


ſions; Mr. Wolkmar is as incapable 


of ſupplanting you in the affections 


of Henrietta, as her heart is of de- 


taching 
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taching itſelf from Werner: once 
more, I fay it is a folly, thus to 
abar don yourſelf to the deluſions of 
fancy ; become not an Huſſar, live 
in peace, and let my dear Wolkmar 
live. Do you know the ſingular 
wiſh that you have given birth to? 
That of being poſſeſſed of the power 
of inviſibility, and to have wit- 
neſſed unſeen, and at my eaſe, the 
emotions which dictated your laſt 
letter, which, however, is ſuffi- 
cCiently expreſſive of what paſſed in 
your heart; T'perceive your martial 
mien, terrific aſpect, like that of 
old Hubert; you indeed wanted his 
formidable whiſkers, and it would 
have been a feaſt to me, to have ap- 
proached foftly, and, with a little 
ſoat, preſented you with a moſt 
ſuperb pair. Jeſting apart, you would 
with to frighten-me, by thus depict- 

ing 
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ing yourſelf as a death's-head Huſſar, , 
to whom it was but a paſtime to give 
and to receive death. But pray 
wound me no more with theſe hor- 
rible expreſſions ; they give me in- 
expreſſible ith Wt! 
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pb hop often told you, and if you 
take pleaſure in obliging me to re- 
peat it, I am not the lets pleaſed to 
repeat it ſtill : for truths, you know, 
pleale by repetition ; aſſure yourſelf, 
then, of the heart of Henrietta, and 
be not ſuch a Quixote in love as 
to. create chimeras merely for the 
ſake of combating them. I am 
thine alone, and ever will be but 
thine ; after theſe aſſurances, cant 
thou ſtill cheriſh ſuch unjuſt, ſuch 
unkind ideas, and draw ſuch alarm- 
ing inferences from my friendſhip- 3 
for Mr. Wolkmar? I have already 
explained 
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explained the nature of my ſenti- 
ments, and the purity of his, 

« My daughter, my amiable daughter, 
ce affianced to my ſoul by the rare 
« and reſpectahle qualities of inno- 
4 cence and candor, - my dear Hen- 
c rietta.Theſe are the favour- 
ite appellations he gives me, and I 


frankly avow that I hear them always 


with renewed pleaſure. Praiſe, my 
dear Werner, is ever grateful, but 


doubly ſo from a character ſo. vir- 


tuous, reſpectable, and diſcerning, 
as Mr. Wolkmar; whoſe conduct is 
the nobleſt commentary on the ex- 


cellent precepts, which, with the. 


tender ſolicitude of a parent, he 
conſtantly enforces. When I play 


on the harpſicord, he approaches, 


ſeats himſelf near me, requeſts me 
to ſing, and accompanies, me; he 


does more, dear Werner: Wilt thou 


be 


. 
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be pleaſed if I avow it? But my 
heart tells me I ſhould conceal no- 
thing from you. Well, my dear 
friend, he gives me a kiſs ; and fur- 
ther, this kiſs gives me a ſenſible 
pleaſure. But to expreſs to you the 
nature of that pleaſure, I am indeed 
at a loſs, This kiſs reſembles not 
thoſe which you ſometimes rob me 
of; I feel no rapid emotion, I per- 
ceive not my heart to flutter and 
palpitate, as at the ſimilar ſurprizes 
of your fondneſs; I then wiſh, in 
ſpite of the agitation which I feel, 
that theſe moments were eternized, 
and that the impreſſion of your lips 
might never be effaced; but in Mr. 
Wolkmar's kiſſes, I am inſenſible of 
any thing like this; I taſte a plea- 
ſure calm, innocent, refined; it is 
exactly as if I had kifled my father. 
You know well, my dear friend, 
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that the good Ulrich often kiſſes me, 


and theſe marks of paternal tender- 


neſs from the reſpectable miniſter, 
have never alarmed your ſuſceptible 


jealouſy. 


Mr. Wolkmar went from hence 
yeſterday morning for B * *, it 
was late in the evening when he 
returned, and can you believe that 


he has availed himſelf of this ſhort 


abſence, to make me a preſent ? 
J will not ſet you to gueſs, becauſe 
you could not eafily imagine how far 
he has carried his kind attentions, 
He has brought me a piece of that 
rich, faſhionable ſtuff, in which the 
daughter of the Baron of F**#* is 
ſo proud of being dreſt; to this he 
added an elegant pair of ear-rings, 
and other valuables. Well, Charles, 


can aſſure you that theſe preſents 
9 . 
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50 
concerned me even to diſpleaſure; 


this proceeding ſeemed to me even 
to exceed politeneſs. I] have a ſuffi- 


ciency of dreſſes, and ornaments 
without them, and if I pleaſe thee 
in thoſe that thou art accuſtomed to 
ſee me wear, I with for no other ; 
of all the ribbands that I poſſeſs, 
none pleaſes me ſo well as that 
which you preſented me. I was 


half inclined to refuſe them, but 


that I could not do without the a p- 


pearance of rudeneſs ; and, beſides, 


that the merit of the donor confer- 
red a value on the gift, his obliging 
and elegant manner left me not at 
liberty to reject it; the expreſſions 
which accompanied the preſent, en- 
hanced its worth a thouſand fold; 
« Receive, my dear child, 


| « theſe trifles; may they ſerve to 


«« recal me to thy remembrance 
« when 


i 
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c 


La) 


when I ſhall have parted from 
6“ thee, perhaps for ever; and to 
end all compliments upon the 
ſubject, give me a kiſs, and play 
© me occaſionally an air upon the 
„ harpficord.” 


La) 


* 


You ſee I conceal nothing from 
you ; think not then that this inno- 
cent familiarity can be productive 
of aught inimical to your peace, or 
to my own honour, His ſentiments 
towards me, are thoſe of a tender 
father; mine towards him, as thoſe 
of an affectionate and reſpectful 
daughter, 


But, be aſſured, dear Werner, 
however great my regard for Mr. 
Wolkmar may be, that I will not 
keep any part of his prefent, if it 
gives thee the leaſt diſſatisfaction. 


D 2 1 hall 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 


I ſhall conclude, again entreat- 
ing you to pay a viſit to the cura- 
cy. Can you not reſolve on coming 
after ſo unuſual, ſo tedious an ab- 
ſence ? Suffer me not to doubt that 


I (till poſſeſs a place in your heart. 
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LET SS .* 
WERNER TO HENRIETTA. 


T O-morrow evening, happen what 
will, I ſhall be with thee ; but ex- 
pect me not under the great elm; 
I ' ſhall go directly to the curacy, 
having a commiſſion from my father 


for Mr. Ulrich: beſides, I wiſh to 


have an interview with the Major. 
You mult invite me to ſupper, but 


if you do not wiſh to torment me, 


{it not near that Huſſar; if you do, 


I ſhall ſwallow nothing but poiſon : 


as to od Hubert, againit whom you 
ſeem prejudiced, on account of his 


former ſanguinary exploits, I entreat 


that you will grant him your pardon. 
Can we tell what his regrets and 
Dy ſelf- 
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ſelf- reproaches may have been, when 
reflection has obtruded upon his 
cooler moments, and the ſtill voice 
of reaſon and humanity has paſſed 
its ſevere and impartial cenſure on 
the impulſes of pafſion, and the 
(perhaps involuntary) acts of pro- 
feſfional outrage ? 


Adieu, my dear Henrietta ; I ſhall 
count the flow moments till to- 
morrow evening. 
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LETTER VI. 


WOLEMAR TO WISENAU. 


I AM conſtantly; my dear Wil- 
liam, with the reſpectable miniſter, 
but I muſt in candour avow, that 
the pleaſure of being near the ami- 
able Henrietta, is the ſecret motive 
which principally attaches me to the 
curacy ; Ulrich, Henrietta, and my- 
ſelf, may indeed be termed the three 
inſeperables. I could unceaſingly 
expatiate on the eſtimable qualities 
of this lovely girl; beautiful and 
wiſe as an angel, the more I ſee 
her, the more I love her, and my 
admiration. receives additional en- 
creaſe from every interview: to 
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all the advantages of nature, ſhe 
unites thoſe of a cultivated mind; 
the venerable paſtor has been her 
preceptor ; the earlieſt ideas of her 
opening years expanded beneath, 
and were directed by, the guidance 
of divine truth, and impreſſive wiſ- 
dom ; theſe have familiarized her 
to the knowledge of, and formed 
her to the practice of every virtue. 
Deficient indeed in the adventitious 
advantages of rank and fortune, 
| ſhe poſſeſſes thoſe rare and more 
eſtimable qualities, which at once 
_ conſtitute the true dignity, as the 
true felicity, of our nature. Nor 
is Henrietta unpoſſeſſed of that 
knowledge of the world, without 
which, every ſyſtem of education 
muſt be defective; for this, ſo 
rarely acquired but by adverſity, and 
an experimental knowledge of the 

depravity 
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depravity of mankind, ſhe is in- 


debted to the conſummate wiſdom, 
the experience, and the diſcerning 
obſervation of Ulrich. 


Having thus ſtrengthened and for- 
tified her mind by the principles of 


manly virtue, he placed her as a 


boarder at B* * *; where that 
plan of education which the curate 


had adopted, received its comple- 


tion: a ſtay of three years under 


the partial care of an amiable and 


accompliſhed preceptreſs, has em- 
belliſned her underſtanding with 
every elegant accompliſhment which 


2 gives heightening and efficacy to the 
gifts of nature, and the charms of 


virtue. She plays on the harpſi- 
cord, and fings, —— ah ! William, 
often wiſh you preſent on theſe 
occaſions ; what a voice, what 


Drs ſtrength 
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ſtrength and ſweetneſs ! what en- 
chanting melody! the expreſſes her- 
ſelf with gracefutneſs and eaſe in. 
her native language, ſpeaks French 
and Italian to admiration, but when 
ſhe fings ſome paſſages in the charm- 
ing. Canzoni in the latter, par- 
ticularly when ſhe warbles forth 
her: favourite II. PoTAGER IN 
COLORNO 


Canto il pom ſero 
Co lorniano 
Bel ſuolo: Porgiami” 
Tu buon Silvana 

Le paſtoral: 

Canne ineguali. 


Tu dolce inſpirale; &c. 


no, there exiſts not a ſoul inſenſible 
enough to reſiſt the ſentiment which 
the inſpires; at thoſe moments I 


8 3 5 feel 
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feel inclined to forego my ſcepti- 
ciſm of the fables of antiquity, and 
to allow ſome degree of verity to 
the tale of Orpheus. 8 


The good miniſter has for her 
the tender affection of the beſt of 
fathers ; his ſole care, anxiouſly de- 
voted to the encouragement of thoſe 
happy difpoſitions, omits nothing 
which can contribute to accompliſh 
that deſirable end; he buys for her 
every good book that appears, par- 
ticularly French and Engliſh ; he 1s 
extremely partial to the latter, and 
the Clariſſa of Richardſon, the Tom 
Fones of Fielding, but above all 
the inimitable Vicar of Goldſmith, 
are ranged with the Contes Morausx 
of -Marmontel, the Marianne of 
Marivaux, and the ſublime per- 
formances of Bohmer, Klopftock, and 

D 6 Geſner ; 
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Geſner; indeed there is no need 
to remain long in this charming 
houſe to perceive how much this 
amiable girl has profited by her 
readings. | 


Who can this divine creature be, 
my dear William ? you cannot con- 
ceive to what a degree I am inte- 
reſted for her, and how ardently I 
defire to ſee rated, that veil which 
conceals from me the fecret of her 

birth. The curate does not ſeem 

inclined to an explanation ; indeed, 
apprehenfive that he might miſin- 
terpret my curioſity, I have not ha- 
zarded a direct queſtion on the ſub- 
ject; I have been ſtill more reſerved 
with the amiable girl, of whoſe de- 
licacy I am well aware. I know, 
beyond a doubt, that ſhe is unrela- 
ted to him either by. blood, or by 
6 alliance =p 
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alliance; this is all I can diſcover ; 
I have however ſome dependence 
on old Hubert, whom I have char- 
ged to collect in, an indirect and 
diſcreet manner, every poſſible in- 
formation that can be obtained from 


the inhabitants of the village. All 


that he has as yet learnt is, that ſhe 
was found in his garden by the mi- 
niſter in her infancy, wrapped in 
ſwaddling cloaths, and that he rear- 


ed her. 


Hubert, however, ſhall return 
to the charge, and he will be un- 


fortunate indeed, if his indefatigable 


zeal diſcovers nothing more, either 
here, or in the environs. 


But I forget myſelf, my dear 
friend; I indeed think only, ſee 


any, peak only of Henrietta 
what 
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what muſt you think of me, ſtill 
purſuing this invariable ſubject ? I 

avow it, my heart is filled with it, 
it is a ſentiment with which it over- 
flows; ſhould I therefore fear that 
it would exhauſt the patience of a 
friend? I know not how to ſpeak of 
any thing elſe; befides, there is no- 
thing new here; they talk of peace; 
I know that our politicians labour to 
bring 1t about; my troop, however, 
who, as 1s uſual with the generality 
of mankind, are not diſpoſed to be- 
lieve in, or countenance that to- 
which their inclinations or profeſſi- 
onal purſuits render them averſe, if 
the deciſion were ſubmitted to them, 
would, after the faſhion of Alex- 
ander, diflolve the Gordian knot of 
our negociators with their ſabres. 


a | For 
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For my part, my dear William, 
T ſhall by no means take the field 
with a diſpoſition ſo martial as that 
of my Huſſars; the curacy has pro- 
ved to me, what Capua has hereto- 
fore to Hannibal; but, however 
inglorious the effect, the cauſe is by 
no means equally ſo: Hannibal, or 
his men for him, loſt or debaſed 
their military character by aban- 
doning themſelves to the vice and 
ſenſuality of a corrupt and luxurious 
city; I, yielding to the remon- 
ſtrances of humanity, of that hu- 
manity, which has inſenfibly reſu- 
med its rights in my heart, cannot 
now, without ſhuddering, reflect 
on the hideous evils into which war 
_ precipitates its crouds of victims; 
whilſt beneath the habit of a Huſſar, 
declare theſe ſentiments, my 
martial ardour is yet unextinguiſhed, 
as 


* 
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as my proper courage is unabated; 
but whilſt prompt to ſerve with in- 
trepidity and zeal, the auguſt ſove- 
reign who commands us, I ſurely 
may be permitted, amidſt the din 
of war, to lament the inevitable 
calamities which it brings on man- 


kind! 


He who has only read of war in 
books, or contemplated its deſtruc- 
tive operations at a diſtance, may 
ſpeak and write at his eaſe con- 
cerning it; with feelings however, 
very different from thoſe which its 
:mmediate prefence muſt inſpire; 
but he, who like me has been often 
an active co-operator in it, cannot 
reſiſt a certain horror at the proſ- 
pect which a renewal of ſuch atro- 
cious ſcenes preſents; if we are to 
have war, I am ready; if peace, I 
return 
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return my blade into its ſcabbard, 
and I ſay to it. without regret,— 


4 be ſtill, cruel homicide, ſeek not 
to bathe thyſelf in blood.” 
And I doubt not, but our great 
King, the father of his people, 
thinks exactly as his faithful 2 


and ſoldier. Adieu. 


; LET. 
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LETTER VII. 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


I Cannot expreſs the pain I ſuffer 
from the idea of quitting this de- 
lightful manſion, of being ſeparated 
from the amiable Henrietta. What! 
methinks I hear you fay, have you 
not already ſaid enough of her 
If that tire thee, William, expect 
no conſolation ; your wearineſs is 
not near terminated: I-wiſh to 


make her known to thee, and not | 
to ſuffer the ſmalleſt trait of her 
character to eſcape thee. It hap- ; 


pened this morning, that a Huſſar 
having moſt loyally maltreated his 
1 hoſt 
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hoſt for ſpeaking ſomewhat highly 
of the Emperor, I, in order to 
mantain good order, condemned 
the offender to receive fifty ſtrokes 


of the knout, and directed that 


they ſhould be adminiſtered upon 
the lawn before the cure. But were 
you to ſee the grief of the good 
miniſter and of Henrietta on this 


occaſion ; and with what perſuaſive 


eloquence both, particularly the 
latter, pleaded for the culprit 3 what 
charms in this fair union of beauty 
and compa ion! She would, indeed, 
have been leſs fair had ſhe been leſs 
good; but it was neceſſary the fel- 
low ſhould be puniſhed; therefore, 


to preſerve the due medium between 


the example due to juſtice, and the 
requiſition of the beautiful inter- 
ceflor, I remitted half the puniſh- 
ment; but he had ſcarcely received 

four 
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four blows, when the poor child 
threw. herſelf at my feet, and en- 
treated me ſo powerfully in his be- 
half, that I immediately cried out 
enough.“ Think, Wiſenau, 
how ſhe recompenſed my complai- 
ſance? She ſeized my hand, kiſſed 
it, and, with a fweetneſs that would 
have diſarmed a tyger, ſhe preſented 
me her delicate little mouth, that I 
might take the reward of ay lenity 


in a kiſs. 


What chink'ſt * William F 
Is it not apparent that ſhe loves me ? 
I have many proofs of it, my friend, 
and muſt indeed be inſenſible were 
I to refuſe their evidence: As to my 
ſentiments of her, I think I have al- 
ready ſufficiently expreſſed them. 
Love indeed reſembles old age in 
one trait, that of prolixity and re- 
petition, 
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petition, ever reverting to its fa- 


vourite ſubject. But how is it that 


my preſent ſentiments reſemble not 


thoſe which I have experienced on 


former ſimilar occaſions? Is it that 
Jam too old to burn with a flame 


ſo violent as heretofore ? Have ad- 


vancing years already cooled my 
ſenſes, and conſumed that ardour 


which was ſo natural to me? Can 


it be poſſible ? I have ſeen but fifty 
years, my health is unimpaired, I 

am ſenſible that in vigour and acti- 
vity few Huſſars ſurpaſs me. No, 
my friend, years have not yet reaped 


all the harveſt of my youth, nor 


made ſuch cruel ravages in my 
ſtrength. Adieu, I am ſummon- 


ed to head-quarters ; to-morrow I 
ſhall reſume. 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


SURELY I no longer know 
myſelf, my ſoul is changed, I have 


deceived, groſsly deceived - myſelf : 
but yeſterday ſecure in the affections 


of Henrietta, poſſefled, as I fondly 
imagined, of the moſt convincing 


proofs of her attachment, behold 


the pleaſing illuſion vanith ! 


Henrietta loves! of that I have 


indeed undoubted proofs ; but, Wi- 
ſenau, that lover is not thy friend! 
no, it is not I who am the favoured 
object; but I have ſeen him, yeſter- 


day evening ſeen this friend, who, 


af appearances have not much de- 


ceived me, is the ſole poſſeflor of 


the heart of Henrietta, and who, 


ſince 
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ſince I muſt render him impartial 
juſtice, is indeed formed to pleaſe. 
Figure to yourſelf a fine ſightly 
young fellow, muſcular as Hercules, 
glowing with health, expreſſing him- 
ſelf with eafe, nothing vulgar or in- 
elegant in his language, nothing of 
rudeneſs in his manners; he poſ- 
ſeſſes a plain and unaffected polite- 
neſs, equally exempt from the pan- 
tomime manner of the Parifian, and 
the clowniſh ruſticity of the Ger- 
man : ſuch, dear Wiſenau, is the 
happy man who has obtained the 
precedency of your friend, in pleaſ- 
ing the beautiful and accompliſhed 
Henrietta. 


— 


This young man ſupped with us 
yeſterday evening; his behaviour 
to me was af firſt that of marked 


reſerve ; which, however, gradually 
| 2 


— — 
b * 


e 


72 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELB. 


diſſipated. His education ſeems to 
have been very good ; he is amuſing, 
gay, and has an uncommon verſa- 
tility of agreeable knowledge, the 
reſult of extenſive reading, and acute 
obſervation on mankind. He is ſon 
of the Syndic of a neighbouring 
town, a man reputed rich, and the 
friend of my venerable hoſt, 


Henrietta firſt betrayed kerſelf ; 
her fine eyes, ordinarily ſo ſweet, 
appeared as burning mirrors, fixed 
on her friend. Happy he who-:can 
bear their ardour without being con- 
ſumed with a fruitleſs and unex- 
tinguiſhable paſſion In ten minutes 
the whole myſtery was unfolded. 
The glances of Werner announced 


the mutuality of their paſſion. Can 


you believe me, Wiſ2nau, that fo 
far from becoming deſperate, con- 


fuſed, 
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fuſed, irritated,. at this ſudden diſ- 
covery, and the-appearance of a fa- 


voured rival; I felt myſelf penetrated 


with an indefinable ſentiment of the 
molt lively fatisfaftion ? And that I 
was on the point of pouring forth 
in words the ſole ſentiment which 
at that moment expanded my foul, 
that of deſiring nothing more than 
to contemplate without regret, and 


without envy, the charming pair? 


Yes! ſaid I to-myſelf, they are 
made for each other! May Heaven 
crown their union with bleſſings, 


and gr ant their children be like 


chem! ! 


It is then, neither Cupid nor his 
Mother, that hath inſpired the 


ſincere and paſſionate intereſt I take 


in Henrietta: : I cannot comprehend 
how it is; ſince my attachment, 
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far from abating, becomes ſo great, 


that when at a diſtance from her, 
life becomes an almoſt inſupport- 
able burthen; do you, Wiſenau, 
you whoſe ſagacity is ſkilled to de- 
velope the ſecret intricacies of the 
human heart, can you explain this 


phenomenon ? 


I have built upon this tender 
convention of the two lovers, a pro- 
ject which highly pleaſes me. This 


young man, whoſe name is Charles 


Werner, will one day be very rich, 
and my dear child will be very far 
from being ſo; the miniſter not 
being in a ſtate to leave her much. 
That the diſparity of their fortunes 
may be no obſtacle to ſo fine a union, 
I have determined on giving her a 
portion. I therefore entreat that 
you ſend me a bill of exchange for 
| on, two 
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two thouſand ducats on B*#*#*, 
with all poſſible expedition, for who 
knows how long we may remain 
here ? Now, in momentary expec- 
tation of facing the enemy, it muſt 
be my care that a ball ſhall not pre- 
vent my intentions in favour of 
| theſe two lovers. Haſten then, my 
dear friend, to the execution of this. 
important commiſſion ; it involves 
the deareſt intereſts of my heart. 
Adien, God 
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LETTER VIII. 


-- 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


TOMORROW, perhaps this 
evening, I make my angel a. laſt 
adieu, Addreſs your letter, incloſing 
the bill mentioned in my laſt; to 
the Reverend Eraſmus Ulrich, Mi- 
miſter at ** *, intimating, that, 
whether I be abſent or killed, this 
money belongs to Henrietta, Con- 
| feſs, Wiſenau, that you envy my 
felicity at this moment ; yes, gene- 
rous man 1 you are indeed jealous, 
that I have in this inſtance antici- 
pated 
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pated your own liberal intentions ! 
Can we, my friend, apply to better 
purpoſes, that affluence which we 
hold from the divine hand ? ““ The 
« poor and ſtranger,” ſays Homer, 
are ſent us by Jupiter.” And, 
happy is the man, who, poſleſſing 
the means to do good, emulates the 
bounty of the Moſt High, and finds, 
at leaſt once in his life, the happy 
occaſion of conferring his benefits 
judiciouſſy.—If he ſuffers the op- 
portunity to be loſt, he deſerves ne- 
ver again to recover it. I have 
neither wife nor child; my brother 
is ſufficiently opulent; I cannot 
then appropriate my ample fortune 
in a manner more uſeful, or more 
agreeable. Ah! my dear friend! 
T am at this moment conſcious of 
a pleaſure the moſt pure and inef- 

| E 3 fable; 
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fable; and my ſoul acquires renewed 
_ warmth and vigour in thus affimi- 

lating itſelf to the fource of true 
felicity, Adieu. 
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LETTER IX. 


WERNER TO HENRIETTA. 


W HAT a noble character is 
this Wolkmar! I could be laviſn 
in his praiſe ; yes, I permit 
vou to love him; and I declare to 
vou that I love him moſt ſincerely 
myſelf, The Colonel who lodges 
with us 1s certainly an agreeable 
man, but I know no more of him; 
whilſt my opinion of your friend 
is, that there is in the world but 
one Wolkmar. Our officers who 
have known him in the laſt war, 
| E 4. aſſure 
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aſſure us that he conducted bimfelf 
therein as a brave and good ſoldier, 
and that our great Frederick, who 
knows his courage and capacity, 
eſteems him highly ; all this, how- 
ever, is but the commendation of 
one ſoldier to another ; the excellent 
qualities and mild virtues of Wolk- 
mar, thoſe amiable traits of charac- 
ter which evince him the friend of 
bumanity, conftitate his beſt claim 
to the diſtinguiſhed place he holds 
in the eſtimation and regard of all 
who know him, We ſhould indeed 
love him, Henrietta; we ſhould 
never refuſe our homage to merit 
and to virtue. 


If it be poſſible, my dear Hen- 
rietta, I ſhall be with you to-mor- 
row evening. You ſee how com- 
placent I am, in diſpenſing with 

3 that 
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that reſerve towards Mr. Wolkmar, 
which I had exacted from you: 
I ſhall bring my violin, you ſhall 
play on the harpſicord, the good 
Ulrich ſhall ſing, and we will all 
do our beſt to amuſe the amiable 
ſoldier. Adieu, adorable girl. 
SE. 1 


| | 
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LETTER X. 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER; 


IAM highly pleaſed with your 
encomiums on our military friend ; 
but this pleaſure is conſiderably 
abated by a very diſagreeable inci- 


dent. If you aſk me what that in- 


cident is, I can only anſwer that 
my ignorance of it is not the leaſt 
part of my pain; but I am con- 
ſcious of I know not what ſecret 
preſentiments which forewarn me 
that it may be attended by very im- 


portant conſequences. Our dear 


Major has appeared ſince yeſterday 
evening 
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evening extremely dejected. Good 
God ! Charles, what can have hap- 
pened to him? I am quite diſpirited, 
and am loſt in conjectures; no 
ſtranger has arrived here fince yeſ- 
terday, no letters, no meſſages; 
it exceeds my penetration, and 1 
dare not queſtion Hubert, who is 
in the Major's confidence.. 


\ 


Fail not to come this evening; 
your chearing preſence is indeed 
neceſſary; bring your violin, I ſhall 
a2company you with my voice and 
harpſicord, and we ſhall: perhaps 
ſucceed in diſſipating the chagrin.of; 
our dear Huſſar. Adieu. 
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LETTER XI. 


WERNER TO HENRIETT A. 


IL IS well, Hennetta ! —— "tis 
well !—unfortunate Werner !—But 
J might have foreſeen this! You 
ſeem unconſcious, then, Henrietta, 
of the cauſe of Mr. Wolkmar's diſ- 
order. I know it well. Do you 
remember the ſtory of ANTIocyus 
and STRATONICE, related by your 
favourite Rollin ? Ah, Hen- 
rietta ! without pretending to the 
penetration of ERISASTRATUS, I 
am but too ſenſible that our love 
for each other, affords the trueſt 
explication of the Major's myſte- 
rious grief, and, as he is confeſſedly 
3 enamoured 
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tnamoured of thee, is it ſurprizing 
that his paſſion, croſſed as it is by 
mine, ſhould give him diſſatisfaction 
and diſquietude? Are not the tor- 
menting pangs of jealouſy prover- 
bial ? Ah, Henrietta! every thing 
accords, too well accords with thy 
wiſhes; but thou, unfortunate, and 
now- to-be-deſerted Werner, with- 

out thoſe pretenſions of rank and 
fortune which the Major poſſeſſes, 
what will become of thee ? 


Henrietta muſt then be the prey 
of a Huſſar! The idea rends my 
heart; T already feel the approaches 
of deſpair, already form a thouſand 
projects of vengeance ; — but I con- 
ſole myſelf with the reflexion, that 
whilſt I live, the poſſeſſor of Hen- 
rietta ſhall not enjoy his conqueſt in 
Peace, 


Accurſed 
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0 Accurſed ſoldiers ! deteſted war: 
May Bavaria, that cauſe of conten- 
tion, be ſwallowed by the waves ! 
The King pretends to lead theſe men 
againſt his enemies, whilſt they are 
laudably employed in ſeducing the 


women of his country. 


No! I ſhall not go to the curacy ; 
F can no longer reckon on your 
affections, no longer confide in you; 
do as you pleaſe, I am determined. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XII. 


HENREETTA TO WERNER. 


MN aQuated by the fatal and 


ungovernable impulſe of paſſion, re- 


femble the impetuous torrent, which, 


breaking down the dykes, and ſweep- 
ing before it every oppoting barrier, 
overwhelms all in undiſtinguiſhable 
deſtruction. What malignant ſpirit, 


at enmity with your peace, has in- 


fpired you with ſuch falſe ideas of 
Mr. Wolkmar ? prompting you to 


miſinterpret the ſentiments, the be- 


haviour, of the beſt of men, and 
thus 


FEE 
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thus abandon yourſelf to the wild 


and dangerous impulſe of jealouſy, 
rage, and reſentment ? If, however, 
the voice of reaſon can be heard, 
amidſt this tumult of paſſions, at- 
tend; but know, that I aſpire to 
nothing leſs than to kill you with 
ſhame and ſelf-reproach for your un- 
warrantable ſuſpicions, your unkind 
* 


Know then, that yeſterday even- 
ing I embraced, I claſped in theſe 
arms, the worthy, the generous 
man, whom you ſo injurioufly and 
ſo lightly treat in your laſt letter; 1 
have done more, I have wet his 


face with my tears, — tears of gra- 


titude and joy; Ulrich and his wife, 
who witneſſed this enviable tribute 


of the heart of Henrietta, would 


have 
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have prefled him to their boſom 
with a fervour equal to her own. 


If thy heart was in uniſon with 
thy lips, when thou haſt reiterated 
thoſe tender proteſtations of an in- 
violable attachment; revert, Wer- 
ner, to thy own feelings, and if 
from them thou canſt not, with the 
aptitude of real love, explain rightly 
theſe pure evidences of fond re- 
gard beſtowed on Mr. Wolkmar, 
you indeed deſerve that I ſhould 
puniſh you in delivering you to 
the eifects of your 2 
ne 


Vou have often declared that you 
loved me; your eyes have conveyed 
with ſo faſcinating an expreſſion the 
tender ſentiments of your ſoul, their 
fires ſo powerfully aided the per- 

ſuaſive 


tentions. 
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ſuaſive language of paſſion, that 1 
in vain endeavoured to reſtrain the 


inſuppreſſive inclinations of a heart 
ardent to unite with thine ; in vain 


endeavoured to diſſemble its weak- 
neſs, at the moment that it yielded 
to the involuntary and powerful im- 


pulſe of an irreſiſtible fondneſs, 


You have often declared, that the 
happineſs of your life conſiſted. in 
the union of your fate with that of 


Henrietta, in an inſeparable and 


eternal union. . A thouſand times 

you have ſworn that no other than 
Henrietta ſhould witneſs your vows, 

or be the object of your partial at- 
— But ſay, Werner, has 
thy father, who is in the enjoyment 
of opulence, given his ſanction to 
your addreſſes? He who conſiders 


his ſon as entitled to a rich heireſs, 


will he prefer one who has no for- 
tune £ 
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tune? to whom even the advantage 


of knowing the authors of her 
being, is denied? And have you, 
like a child, abuſed yourſelf with 
viſionary hopes, and impracticable 
projects, overlooking, or ſtudious to 
conceal from yourſelf, objects per- 
haps inſurmountable, to the com- 
pletion of your wiſhes ? Suſpend 


your judgment, my friend, learn 
what pafſed here yeſterday even- 


ing, and then compare your odious 

ſuſpicions, your violent tranſports, 
with the candour and diſintereſted 

generoſity of Mr. Wolkmar. 


He came in a ſhort time before 
ſupper; my father, mother, and I, 
were together; inſtead of going as 
uſual into his chamber, he came to 


us, and ſeated himſelf near me; my 


eyes 


j 
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eyes that juſt before had exhibited 


the languor which chagrin produces, 


immediately reſumed their vivacity, 


and my heart became again ſenſible 
of joy, on ſeeing the countenance 


of Mr. Wolkmar brighten with 
that chearful ſerenity which re- 


ſembles the ſun-riſe of a fine morn- 


ing in Spring. Come, my dear 


„ Henrietta, fit beſide me, ſaid 
he, in an affectionate tone, I 


„have ſomething to ſay to thee.” 


He took my hands in his, and preſſed 
them, fondly preſſed them. 347 


« Ts it not true, Henrietta,” ſaid 


be, (regarding me with a {ſweet 


glance of thoſe fine expreſſive eyes. 


which you know he  has,) © that 
„Charles Werner is thy lover?“ I 


caſt down my eyes, I believe he 
per- 


: 
C 
. 
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perceived the conſcious glow ſuffuſe 
my cheeks. 


He reſumed. 


« of ſentimenis, that fixed upon 
« a proper object, and directed by 
« a virtuous heart, are as rational as 
« unblameable.” 


K 


« Shall I anſwer for thee, Hen; 
« rictta?” ſaid the good Ulrich. 


— Yes, Mr. Wolkmar, Charles 


« is the lover of Henrietta, but 
« you know the human heart too 


«© well, not to allow, that a virtuous 


<« girl, in hearing the ſentiments of 


* the worthieſt of men, can never 


be too reſerved in avowing her 


9» 


46 OWN. 


My 


“ Speak, my 
& dear child, nor bluſh at the avowal 
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My filence, and the bluſhes that 
covered my cheeks, were conſtrued 
as a full confeſſion, Perhaps too, 
but Werner, do not avail yourſelf of 
the acknowledgment; my eyes, 
accuſtomed to interpret faithfully the' 
ſentiments of my foul, ſerved to 
confirm my father's words, 


4 Amiable Henrietta,” continued 
Mr. Wolkmar, be not abaſhed; 
J am charmed to read in thy 
„ countenance the tranſcript of thy 
ſoul, devoted as it is to a ſen- 
et timent-of virtuous love; I admire 
% this adorable, this artleſs can- 
« dour; Werner is then avowedly 
„ the object of your affection; I 
cannot doubt his worth, fince he. 
is ſuſceptible of a love for Hen- 
te rietta, and is beloved by her. I 


60 of your choice, and am 
5 «* charmed 


* 


6 


6 


* 


6 
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charmed with the idea that you 


are ſhortly to be his. Poſſeſſed 


as you are, of every gift of nature, 
embelliſhed by education, your 
beauty and meri: ſhould render 
you independent of fortune; a 


competence however is neceſſary, 
and your friend, if I am rightly 


informed, will ſucceed to a con- 
ſiderable income: to effectuate 


your happineſs is my ardent 
with; for whilſt there is aught 


wanting to your happineſs, mine 
muſt be imperfect; I, therefore, 


in endeavouring to obviate ſo 


flight an obſtacle to your union 
with Werner, conſult alſo my 
own felicity. I wiſh to portion 
my dear Henrietta, and hope ſhe 
will not refuſe theſe two thouſand 
ducats to give me ſo ſupreme a 
ſatisfaction. My poſſeſſions far 

exceed 


#5. 
OO wt FOAM ag oer AE Ae Ale RA 1 4h arr ns 


— eV HARs . wats 4. — AY Ar een 9 2. v * dh 4 OY — — 
e ̃¶ r ¶ . Ow ure et ate. aids, 4 — 
PEP 2 n 


o HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 


« exceed my wants, and I but en- 
“ rich myſelf in making that which 
« is to me ſuperfluous, contribute 
* to render you independent and 


CO happy. Condeſcend alſo to accept 


ce of this ring: May it be the happy* 
e omen, as the future bond of thy 
« union with Werner!“ 


Well! what think you of 
this generous proceeding ? Reflect 
now upon your laſt letter, and con- 
feſs the feelings which the con- 
traſt of your conduct with that of 
Mr. Wolkmar muſt excite ! 
Whilſt you detail imaginary injuries, 
the generous Wolkmar prevents our 


wiſhes by the moſt liberal kind- 


neſſes ; whilſt you miſinterpret his 
every word and action, and place 
him in the diſhonourable rank of a 
baſe ſeducer, he employs himſelf 

with 
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with unparalleled tenderneſs, deli- 
cacy, and generoſity in facilitating 
our union, and, at the moment 
that the wiſhed-for completion of 
our happineſs approaches, your un- 
Juſt jealouſy accuſes him of a defire 
to ſeparate us. I wiſh to demon- 
ſtrate from your example, Werner, 
to what a degree the paſſions blind 
us. 


I cannot deſcribe to you, my 
dear Werner, our feelings on this 
occaſion; my gratitude, the joy 
with which my adoptive father and 
mother were penetrated, at a pro- 
poſition ſo noble, and communicated 
in a manner which doubly enhanced 
its value. We remained mute, our 
hearts were full, and their feelings 
confuſedly ſtruggled for utterance, 

F but 
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but they were atteſted by that ex- 


preſſive ſilence, which, on occaſions 
like this, when every tender, every 
noble emotion of the ſoul is awak- 


ened, hath its peculiar energy. 


My father held the hand of 


Mr. Wolkmar claſped in his, and 


bathed it with his tears; your Hen- 
rietta wept, and never did her 
tears flow with a more delicious 


Joy. 


Where are now your thouſand 
projects of vengeance ? —— Come 


this evening, ſuſpicious, jealous 


man! Come, and expiate thy faults 
in beholding thyſelf compelled to 
acknowledge the ſuperior elevation 


of the ſoul of Wolkmar. Come, 


nor bluſh in retracting thy errors, 
and 
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and in rendering the juſtice due to 
ſuch exalted virtue. Werner! fe- 
licitate your Henrietta on the proſ- 
pect of that happy future which 
now preſents itſelf, 


— 
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LETTER XIII. 


WERNER TO HENRIETTA. 


CHARMING evening! the hap- 
pieſt I have ever enjoyed : generous 
Wolkmar! Yes, Henrietta, I in- 
deed have abundant cauſe of ſelf- 
reproach ; but how few reſemble 
the Major? Nature but rarely pro- 
duces thoſe exalted and diſintereſted 
ſpirits which make the happineſs of 
others conſtitute their own: 
My ſenſes are abſorbed in joy, —— 
two thouſand ducats! yet, believe 
not, Henrietta, that this augmenta- 
tion of your fortune can influ- 
ence, much leſs be the ſource of my 
felicity ; 
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felicity : No, let not the ungene- 
rous ſuppoſition debaſe the purity 


of a paſſion like mine! This money 


is no farther eſtimable, than as it 
ſecures the conſent of my father to 
our union, and ſurely nothing which 
can promote that is indifferent to 
me! Heavens grant that the heart 


of my Henrietta, ſympathizing with 


mine, may feel a happineſs equal to 
that I at this moment enjoy! Yes! 
Henrietta ſhall be mine for 
ever, beyond the power of fate to 


ſeparate us! 


FT 
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LETTER MY 


WOLKMAR TO WISENAU, 


* 
4 


Excellent and valued friend, ac- 
cept my beſt thanks for your kind 
le tter, but eſ pecially for your punctual 
attention to my commiſſion; but 
write no more of an adjuſtment of 
accounts; it is a precaution unne- 
ceſſary, and injurious to a friendſhip 
like ours; employ my fortune as 
you will, and without forgetting 
any of our poor dependents; they 
are our beſt gueſts, and juſtly claim 
their part in that afluence which 
a favouring Providence has beſtowed 
on 
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ON us.“ It is my with, that the 


| ſum of fifty crowns be added to that 


J ſent your ſon. Suffer not old 
James to labour any more, and 
render the reſidue of his life as eaſy 
as poſſible ; - take particular care 
of old Graber, he ſaved my life, 
and my gratitude ſhall endure as 
long as the benefit his valour con- 
ferred ; — embrace the brave ve- 
teran, and allure him that he is 
dear to me. | 


We are ſtill in cantonments here. 


The King, with all the fire and 
activity of youth, appears conſtantly 
on horſeback, —— he makes us 
frequent viſits. Our good Curate 


has twice accompanied us to exerciſe, 
and manages the moſt ſpirited of 


my chargers with great dexterity. 
All my people love and reſpect him. 
„ F 4 Wilt 
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Will you believe that theſe ſons of 
ſteel, in a diſcourſe which he lately 
addreſſed to them, were moved even 
to tears? I wiſhed at the moment, 
that we had immediately been called 
forth to action, we ſhould have cut 
a regiment in pieces; a certain degree 
of religious enthuſiaſm, is the moſt 
powerful ſpring of the human mind. 


I have often thought, that ſol- 
diers, in whom theſe great princi- 
ples were inculcated, would have a 
greater degree of cool intrepidity, 
and ſteady bravery; would fear 
death leſs, and deliver themſelves 
leſs to debauchery. An intelligent 
officer might direct to the moſt im- 
portant end, the diſcipline, courage, 
and irreſiſtible enthuſiaſm of ſuch a 
diſpoſition. But, it appears to me, 
that, in our time, they only ſtudy 

| SLE 0 
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to inſpire men with fear, and to 
govern them, as they do in China 
by the Baton. 


To illuſtrate what T advance, 1. 
ſhall relate an adventure which oc- 
curred to me in Saxony, during the 
laſt war; I then carried the ſtandard, . 
but was ſent on an expedition with 
a party of about fifty men, under 
my command; our route lay through 
a part of the country where it was” 
not likely we ſhould encounter the 
enemy, when we were ſuddenly 
attacked by a numerous body of 
Huſſars; their ſuperiority diſcon- - 
certed us; when an old ſerjeant 
| cried out, © There is no alternative, 
e ſoldiers, we muſt conquer Or 
« periſh!” ' He ſet ſpurs to his 
horſe, and immediately advanced to 
charge, crying, God is with us 

1 1 “ God” 
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„ God” was the general cry, and 
a8 if we had received an extraordi- 
nary ſuccour, we attacked them 
with vivacity, put them to flight, 


made twenty priſoners, and finiſhed 
the affair, by returning thanks to 


the Author of our victory, Reflect 
on this, my friend, and you will 
truly own that the ſum of our reli- 
gion, and our paſſport to victory 
that day, was true courage, and a 
confidence 1 in beaven. 


P 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


I have had, my dear friend, a 


moſt delicious evening. I would 


not have given it for the province 
for which we are about to fight, 


You will readily perceive that the 
1 pleaſure 
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pleaſure to which I allude, involves 
the young couple; but expect not the 


detail ; ſuffice it to fay, that I am- 


well recompenſed; I have with 


them anticipated the happineſs of 


the bleſt. They indeed conſider me 
here, as a being of a ſuperior order. 
— And are good actions then to. 
rare,. that the author of them 
ſhould receive a homage which be- 


longs only to the Divinity ? Adieu. 


_ 
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LETTER XV. 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER. 


AN order has juſt arrived here 
from head-quarters, in conſequence 
of which Mr. Wolkmar 1s pre- 
paring for his departure. Good 
God! how unhappy am I at this 
moment! What then ſhall I be, 
when he leaves us for ever? — 'To 
go through fire and blood, and op- 
poſe himſelf to thouſands armed for 
his deſtruction !—If he dies, I too 
ſhall fink to the grave with regret 

\ ES and 
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and ſorrow. —— But thou ſhalt not 
die, generous Wolkmar! If the 
ardent, the inceſſant prayers of Hen- 


rietta be heard! 
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LETTER XVL 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER. 


Y our preſence alone can alle- 
viate my inquietude; Hubert tells 
me that Mr. Wolkmar will return 
to-morrow evening; the interval. 
appears an age to me.. | 


Hubert has informed me of the: 
eauſe of Mr. Wolkmar's late de 
jection; it did not, as you ſuppoſed, 
ariſe from chagrin at the diſcovery 
of our mutual paſſion. It was on. 
account of the fire of N* * * *, 
which had been burnt by the Im- 
perialiſts in the laſt war; ſo long an 

25 interval 
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Interval of time has elapſed fince 
that event, that I cannot conceive 
why the remembrance of it ſhould 
affect him in ſo lively a manner. 
Hubert ſays, that it ariſes from the 
loſs of a conſiderable treaſure there. 
But notwithſtanding this diſaſter, 
he is ſtill very rich, and his recent 
liberality proves him to be a perſon 
who makes not that falſe eſtimate of 
riches, as that their acquiſition or 
decreaſe ſhould influence his tran- 


quillity. He mult have ſuffered the 


loſs of a much more valuable trea- 


ſure than that which gold or ſilver 
conſtitutes. Come, dear Werner,. 


thy Henrietta expects thee. 


LET. 
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LETTER XVIL 


WERNER TO HENRIETTA. 


Y OUR fatacks is contagious, and 


I have at preſent ſufficient cauſe of 


dejectjon to debar me from the hap- 
neſs of viſiting you. — My father 


is much indiſpoſed, and the entire 
care of the place has deyolved upon 


me. But, baniſh your apprehen- 


ſions, we ſhall have peace, our 


officers ſay fo, the Emperor being 
willing to abandon Bavaria, — un- 


happy 
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happy Bavaria! — I have not time 
to write more, but I ſhall ſoon viſit 
thee, and recompenſe myſelf for 
this painful brevity. Adieu, my 
dear Henrietta, Adieu. 


. — 
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LEI TER XV: 


WOLKMAR TO WISENAU. 


I FOUND your eſtimable letter 


here, on my return yeſterday from 
B * * *; the campaign has not yet 
opened, all is uncertainty and inde- 
cifion ;—but let us leave to thoſe 
who govern the world, to balance 
the deſtinies of mortals, let us ſpeak 
only of our own little affairs. A 
thouſand thanks for your punctuality 


in reſpect to the bill of exchange; 
cannot deſcribe the felicity of the 


young couple; Henrietta is an angel, 
| and 
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and Werner is a young man of the 
greateſt virtue. - I never before ex- 


perienced ſo highly the pleaſure of 
being affluent. 


You again 1 your deſite of 
being acquainted with thoſe events 
| which have been equally the ſource 
of my happineſs and miſery. — 
Ah! Wiſenau! to what an end do 
you direct that aſcendency which 
friendſhip has allotted you in the 
heart of Wolkmar !——You require 
from me the recital of the hiſtory of 
Louiſa, - painful taſk ! renewal of 
the moſt poignant affliction ! ——— 
but perhaps it is not much leſs pain- 
ful to refuſe whatever requeſt the 
friendly ſympathy of Wiſenau may 
dictate, —— 


After 
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After the campaign of fifty- eight, 
we were ſent into winter- quarters. 
I was then a lieutenant, but the 
commandant being extremely ill of 
his wounds, paſſed the winter at 
Breſlau, and I conducted the ſqua- 
dron to N * , I there lodged im 
the houſe of a ſyndic, who lived in 
a retired part of the village; he was 
a widower, and his houſhold con- 
ſiſted of an only daughter and a. 
few domeſtics. — But what a 
daughter, Wiſenau! reſembling Hen- 
rietta, though not ſo tall, full as 
lovely, and as amiable. Vitiated 
by the deteſtable example of our 
military, I confidered this charming 
girl as my prize; but J deceived 
myſelf ;- Louiſa's virtue: equalled her 
beauty, and my. deſire, heightened 
by reſiſtance, became an ungovern- 
ablepaſſion. My principles, at that 


time, 
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time, though formed by men who 
profeſs to make honour the govern- 
ing principle of their conduct, were 
very far from honourable: I was 
guided by thoſe convenient and ac- 
commodating maxims, ſo well a- 
dapted to the inordinate propenſities 
of youth, and the vices of the heart: 
I .employed, without ſcruple, all 
poſſible means to corrupt and ſeduce 


Louiſa, but, thank God ! none of 


them ſucceeded. 


1 perceived, however, that I was 
not indifferent to her, —— I ob- 
tained even ſome flattering confeſ- 
ſions; — 
became ſenſible how inconſiſtent the 
purſuits of libertiniſm were with a 
real paſſion; a pure and ardent at- 
tachment baniſhed from my heart 
thoſe vicious ſentiments to which it 

was 


from that moment I 


* 
: 
; 
£ 


N 
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was before devoted, and, from the 
moment that I truly loved, I became 
a convert to virtue. I offered Louiſa 
my hand, her fine eyes beamed con- 
ſent, but ſhe referred me to her 
father; he, without heſitation, con- 
ſented to our union, 


'The freedom of Hymen, which, 
in ſanctioning the tender privileges 
of love, too frequently diſſolves the 
prediſpoſitions of Cupid, augmented 
my affection; I flattered myſelf with 
the proſpect of long continued feli- 
city in the poſſeſſion - of Louiſa, 
whoſe attractivegraces, amiable qua- 
lities, and eſtimable endowments, 
ſeemed every day to increaſe, or 
rather to develope ; the charms 
of virtue, my friend, exiſt longer 
than thoſe of beauty. 


Alas! 
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Alas ! my dear William, this re- 
cital of former. happineſs, is em- 
bittered by the remembrance of the 
ſevereſt woe, all has vaniſhed 
as a dream. 


The negociations for peace, which 
were ſet on foot during the winter, 
proving ineffectual, the cam- 
paign was about to open; conceive, 
if you can, my feelings at the pro- 
ſpect of a ſeparation from Louiſa; 

— death only could break the ties 
by which our hearts were united. 
Now commenced my reffe ctions on 
the diſaftrous effects of war; my 
ſoul was overwhelmed with ſorrow 
and apprehenfion, and painfully pre- 
dictive of ſome ſad event. I ſhall 
ſpare thee, my friend, the picture 
of our parting, — the fears of 


Louiſa, her bitter anguiſh, — mine, 
L think- 
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—thinking on that ſad moment, the 


- 


pen falls from my hand, 


Towards the end of March, J 
Joined the corps deſtined for Saxony ; 
the operations of war were proſe- 
cuted with vivacity. The hatred of 
our ſoldiers towards the enemy ani- 
mated their courage, and manifeſted 
itſelf by the moſt terrible effects. 
JT was engaged in two of the bloody 
affairs, and wounded, though but 
_ flightly. We made enterprizes of 
the greateſt temerity, which yet- 
were crowned by the moſt ſplendid 
ſucceſs. The ardour of our troops 
was incredible ; they forgot the ſu- 
periority of the enemy, who were 
every where haraſſed, attacked, and 
almoſt always defeated. Theſe petty 
ſucceſſes were the effects of the 

| „ 5 Wont 


- 
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great victories gained by the King 


in perſon. 
„„ a2 


* 


I received at this juncture, the 
moſt agreeable news; Louiſa was 
pregnant, and this token of our 
love ſtill more endeared her to me, 
and confirmed indiſſoubly our union. 
The remainder of the campaign ap- 
peared to me inſupportably tedious. 
Happy when the approach of winter 
afforded me a hope of reviſiting 
Louiſa, and of enjoying a temporary 
retreat from the toils and dangers 
of war, in the boſom of domeſtic 


happineſs. 


It was now become habitual to 
us to make the moſt important en- 


| terprizes with a few men, We did 
G 1 not 


Fl 
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not aſk how many there were of 
the enemy, but, where they were. 
My people followed me with con- 
fidence and alacrity ; I had a reli- 
ance on their bravery, being accuſ- 
tomed to find nothing difficult to 
them. Our reputation helped us to 
conquer. 


* 


I ſet out with my ſquadron, on 
our return to quarters, loaded with 
glory and ſpoil.; we thought only 
of relaxing from our fatigues; when, 
paſſing through a foreſt, we were 
ſuddenly charged by a body of Huſ- 
ſars. Many of my people were 
wounded at the firſt onſet, our 
priſoners embarraſſed us,—the ene- 
my poured on us like hall, 


=. 1 
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In the courſe of all my petty en- 


gagements, I never beheld a more 


obſtinate combat. In defending my- 
ſelf againſt the aſſault of a Huſſar, 
I received a wound on my forehead, 
the ſcar of which ſtill remains. 
One of my people ſprung forward 
to revenge me, when a piſtol-ball 
entered my groin, and I fell from 
my horſe. | 


Enveloped in the ſhades of death, 
I was totally inſenſible of what fol- 
lowed. —The courage of my ſoldiers 


was now heightened to fury, none 


wiſhed to ſurvive me, and all withed 
to avenge me. The enemy, though 
greatly ſuperior in number, were 
compelled to retire; my people, 
_ exhauſted by a long and obſtinate 
conflict, and, for the moſt part, 
wounded, ſuffered them to retreat 

- 22 unmoleſted, 
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unmoleſted. This was the ſecond 
victory of that day, but I might 
now ſay with Pyrrhus, «© ſuch 
<6 another, and I am- undone.“ My 
fine ſquadron was almoſt ruined, 
my beſt ſoldiers had periſhed, and 
were as ſo many friends, whoſe irre- 
parable loſs'I regretted. Thoſe who 
ſurvived, were likely ſoon to follow 
them; I ſuffered leſs from my own 
wounds, than from theirs. 


* * 
— * | 


My brave Huffars now returned 
to the place where I had fallen, I 
{till remained inſenſible. The noiſe, 
and the efforts they made in re- 
moving me, brought me to myſelf, 
T opened my eyes; what a ſhout 


of joy, when they perceived that I 
| | ; was 
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was alive !—Not one thought any 
longer of his own diſaſter. Old 
Graber, (dear William, I again- 
commend this faithful fellow to- 
thy care,) leaning over me, uttered: 
a loud cry of joy; à dangerous' 
wound from a-ſabre, was quite for- 
gotten in his zeal for me, — he: 
hfted me on his ſhoulders, as Eneas 
did his father, and bore me to the- 
neighbouring village. They all diſ— 
puted with him the right of carry-- 
ing me in their turn, but he would: 
not ſhare the pleaſing * with 


4 ay * 


When I. e village, 
L found myſelf unable to proceed 
farther without imminent danger. 
I had much difficulty to perſuade 
my people to * their route; 

G 3. they 
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they withed to remain as my guards, 
becauſe the enemy made frequent 
inroads in. their quarter. Graber 
only remained, —— I reiterated my 
order for his departure. My dear 
&: officer,” ſaid he, his eyes dimmed 
with manly tears, and his hand 
upon the hilt of his fabre, „if I 
« leave you, Sir, may God forſake 
me, now, and for ever!” —— 
Graber was then about fifty years 
old; repreſent to yourſelf this 
aged foldier, ſinking under a recent 
waund, and the.infirmities of age, 
yet, animated by an honourable. 
ſenſe of duty, and a ſtrong affec- 
tion for his officer, exhibiting all 
the fire and impetuoſity of youth. 
Even: Hubert is inferior to him. 


The day following, the brave 
Major de Leuwhey ſent to enquire 
| | the 
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the ſtate of my wound; but, being 
himſelf killed three days after, I 
was carried with his equipage to 
Freyberg. BD 


I am interrupted by an order 
from the General ; but ſhall reſume 
my narrative as ſoon as leiſure per- 
mits. I am leſs averſe to writing 
ſince I became an inhabitant of this 
happy manſion, where every thing 
contributes to inſpire a ſoothing 
and tranquil ſentiment of joy, long 
a ſtranger to the heart of Wolk- 
mar. Henrietta is a divine girl, 
inventive in diſſipating the gloom 
that ſometimes oppreſſes me even 
here, by her playful innocence, and 
amiable manner, Her preſent hap- 
pins ſs flowing from the proſpect of 
her union with Werner, animates 


= C G 4 her 


128 HENRIETTA OT GERSTENFELD, 
her with gladneſs, and affords me 
an inexpreſſible pleaſure. I ſhould 


never more have known happineſs, 
had I not been the inſtrument of 


conferring it on them. Adieu. 


LE. 


i 
x 
* 
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LETTER XIX. 


_ . WERNER TO HENRIETTA, 


Emave become a Huſſar, Hen- 
rietta, and you will ſurely be ſa». 
tisfied when I tell you, that it is in 
Mr. Wolkmar's ſquadron: to-mors - 
row I join them. Do-you know 
what has determined-me to this? 
| —— being preſent at a converſation - 
between the Major, his Lieutenant, 
and Cornet. — Their words pene- 
trated me like the ſtrokes of a ſabre, 
my heart throbbed, . ſeemed to 
ſwell, and wiſh to burſt its inclo- 
ſure. My dreams preſent nought 
but images of war; I am in the- 
midſt of the fight; I hear the cries - 
G ce | of 
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of the combatants, and purſue the 
fugitives. You fee, my dear Hen- 
rietta, it is decreed that I ſhould be 
a Huffar, I already feel a pride in 
the contemplation of my large muſ- 
tachoes, eyes flaſhing fire, and a 
formidable ſabre. I fhall lay at thy 
et all this terrible equipage, and 
after having inſpired the enemy with 
horror and diſmay, fear only thy 
looks; in fight, a ſanguinary war- 
rior; before thee, a timid ſhave. 
Do you not rejoice at having a 
_ Huffar for your lover? Adieu, Hen- 
rietta, you will ſee me in all my 
glory to-morrow. evening. 
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'LETTES 2 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER, 


IL am made a Huſſar, Sir, and 
you mult be content; J am enrolled 
in Mr. Wolkmar's ſquadron; this 
evening I jein them. I am brave 
as you, Sir; *tis true I have no 
Whiſkers, nor expect to have any, 
but 1 ſhall find means to ſupply 
that defect. i 

Ves, Mr. Huſſar, I ſhall be one 
day Mejor of the ſquadron; that is 
2 point decided. —— 


G 6. 1 
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As for you, poor child, your 
project makes me laugh; you fall 
upon, — combat, - put to the route, 
— cut up — yes, innocent pullets, 
— roaſted partridges. 


Youthful folly all, my dear 
Werner, — but you muſt be cured 
of it. Mr. Wolkmar will not take 
from his father, a ſon who is abſo- 
lutely neceflary to him, the fole re- 
maining prop of his old age; be- 
fides, have you wounds to fhew ? 
Can you ſay with Hubert, here 


is one, here is another, —all ho- 
nourable ? 


Will you leave your parents, 
your Henrietta, domeſtic happineſs, 
for every ſpecies of danger, fatigue, 
and all thoſe inconveniencies inſe- 
parable from a military life? 
7 | | Come 
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Come this evening to the curacy 
it is. abſolutely neceſſary that I en- 
deavour to reaſon down. your wild 
project, and diſſipate thoſe fumes. of 
military intoxication. 


LET. 
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LETTER IM. 


1 f 
54 : 


ADEL AIDE TO HENRIETTA. + 


My dear Friend, 


H HE laſt letter of my dear Hen- 


rietta has communicated to her un- 
fortunate Adelaide, as great a degree 
of pleaſure, as a heart deſtined to 


continual infehcity can admit. 1 


am impatient to fee you, and, moſt 
of my boarders being in the country, 
I ſhall embrace the favourable op- 
portunity to pay my long promiſed 
viſit at the curacy. Tueſday next 1 


fllall be with you. 


You 
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You wrong me, dear Henrietta, 

in ſuppoſing that abſence has dimi- 
nithed my friendſhip for you; eſti- 
mable friendihip ! which alone has 
enabled me to endure our long: and 
painful abſence; no, Henrietta, 
that ſympathy of heart, that mutu- 
ality of ſoul, from whence our 
union grew, ſhall ſtall continue to 
preſerve, pure and unabated, thoſe 
altections to which. they gave birth. 


Ah! my. Hens how exquiſ tely 
painful! is it to have chagrins waieh 
we cannot reveal to brood. inceſ- 
ſantly over the remembrance of 
misfortunes, irremediable, andthere- 
fore incapable of alleviation ! Often 
you -have ſolicited me to diſcloſe 
the caule of my ſecret grief, and in 
this inftance alone, have I reſiſted 
1Mpontunities of friendſhip; un- 

willing 
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willing, indeed, that a mind endued 
with ſenſibility as your's, ſhould pars 

ticipate of my unhappineſs, by a 
communication equally painful and 
unavailing. n er 


And yet, your preſence, my 
dear Henrietta, has ever with 
a- ſweet: influence, ſoothed my 
grief. If providence permitted 
me to be conſtantly near you, thoſe 
ſorrows which receive from gloomy 
ſolitude, and penſive thought, ſuper- 
added force, would be rendered leſs 


poignant. — If the heart of Ade- 


{aide be yet ſuſceptible of happineſs; 
it is in you alone ſhe can hope to 


find it; Thoſe bleſſings, which 
eternity prepares for the- ſouls of 
the juſt, can ſcarcely ſurpaſs the 


three years of happineſs we for- 
merly paſſed together, But per- 
FP _ haps 
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haps my fond heart cheriſhes a vain 

perſuaſion of the exiſtence of our 
former affiance,. precious indeed to 
remembrance, but which time and 
abſence may have effaced from 
your's the idea ſaddens me. 
Continue, my dear and only friend, 
to love me as tenderly as heretofore 3 
and to cheriſh the ſame unalterable 
regard J entertain for thee; —. 


FEET. 
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VENRIET TA. TO ADELAIDE, 


ou will come then, my dear. 
friend, by a thouſand: tender. ties 
my friend. But why enjoin a 
renewal of friendſhip yet unimpair- 
ed? unkind idea! — and do 
not theſe affections which endear me 
to Adelaide, aſſure her that the ſen- 
timents of Henrietta are reciprocal 
and unalterable ? I well re- 
member the joy with which my 
heart expanded at our firſt interview, 
an involuntary emotion announced 
the [ympathy of our ſouls, aud 

predicted 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 139 
predicted their future union. I found 
in you, the ſincere intereſt, the 
kind attention, of real friendſhip, 
the tenderneſs of a parent, and the 
prudence of an enlightened guide. 
J cannot, without the deepeſt ſenſe 
of gratitude and love, recal to re- 
membrance that happy period of my 
life, during which your Cares Were 
directed to form my heart, and to 
_ eultivate and embeiliſh my mind.; 
whateyer I am, tis to yqu I owe it; 
thoſe ſentiments that inſpire my 
heart with the love, and animate it 
to the practice of virtue; whatever 
can render me happy in myfelf, or 
uſeful to my fellow · oreatures. What 
invaluable obligations} You wiſhed) 
to make inſtructian at once my 
amuſement, and my reward; others, 
perhaps, can only recal the irx- 
ſomenefs, the ſeverities of educa- 

tion; 


E .. r „ 
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tion; I only remember its ſweet⸗ 
es, | 


| | / | ” 
: | Tueſday I ſhall embrace you. 
Ah! to what a degree the impatience: 


of ſeeing that happy Tueſday arrive, 


tends to prolong the intermediate* 
ſpace! I promiſe you, my dear 
friend, good and agreeable company. 
He is, however; a military man, 
but his ſentiments are as liberal as 
your's, and his ſoul as noble. He 
is a Major of Huffars, his merit 
renders him ſuperior to whatever 
praiſe I can give him; You will 


Felicitate yourſelf on his acquaint- 


gnce. Ah! you and Mr. Wolkmar 
have angelic ſouls, they ſympathize, 
kam ſure. Adieu, my dear friend. 


L E N. 
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LETTER XXIII. 
WOLKMAR TO WISBNAU. 


I nave again returned to the 
curacy, now more endeared to me 
by the reflexion that I am ſoon to 
leave it, perhaps for ever — De- 
lightful abode of virtue, peace, and 
ſocial happineſs; why is it not per- 
mitted me to paſs here the reſidue 
of my days ! but I have deſired it, 
and my laſt fond remembrance 
ſhall addreſs to Heaven a prayer for 
the felicity of the good Ulrich and 
his amiable family. —— This ſen- 
timent 3s finely dilated in a pathetic 

"0 paſſage 
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paſſage of that Engliſh Drama 
which we read together before my 


departure from L* * * D. Alas! 


how deplorable the lot of humanity ! 
how ſhort and rapid its uncertain 
intervals of happineſs! how fre- 
quent and enduring its inevitable 
calamities ! 


* 


+ Perhaps the Eerieg "RI are thoſe alluded 
to by Mr. Wolkmar, | | 


Lord RANDOLPH, [To Lady Nervt. 


—— This night once more 
Within cheſe walls I reſt; my tent I pitch 
To- morrow in the field. Prepare the feaſt, 

Free is his heart who for his coantry fights : 
. He on the eve of battle may reſign 
Himſelf to ſocial pleaſure ; ſweeteſt then, 
When danger to a foldier's ſoul endears 
That human joy that never may return. 
Home's DovcLas, 


I have 
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I have ordered my men to hold 
themſelves in readineſs for their de- 
parture. It would do you good, 
Wiſenau, to perceive their zeal 
and intrepidity on this occaſion. 
some adjuſted their whiſkers, others 


waved their ſabres, —— all aſſumed 
a martial countenance. May victory 
crown our efforts! May GoD 


preſerve the Father of his People, 
and all will be well. But I, —— 
am I content to go? Scarcely 
have I dared to found my diſpoſi- 
tion: I feared to examine my 
heart, — and am nowequally un- 
willing to acknowledge the reſult. 


LE x- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
 WOLKMAR TO WISENAU, 


IrROCcEED to the ſequel of 
my fad hiſtory, — 


Having been carried to Frey- 
berg, chagrin, and the anguiſh of 
my wounds, heightened by the 

agitation of the journey, induced a 
violent fever; the phyſicians enter- 
tained little hopes of my recovery. 
In ſhort, my convaleſcence was 
long and painful. 


The 
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The regiment of Stern had gone 
into cantonments in Sileſia; Graber's 


wounds being cured, he prepared 
for his departure. I had charged 


him to ſee my wife, and to aſſure 


her that I was out of danger. 
Previous to this, I had written to 


Louiſa, but had not received any 


anſwer, — but I arrive at the 


fatal my ſoul recoils ! —— my 


allow me to pauſe 


heart throbs 
a moment! 


ol 


Being one evening alone in my 


chamber, my ſad preſaging ſoul a 


prey to a thouſand gloomy reflexions, 


and melancholy forebodings; I 


perceived a paper lying on the floor. 


—— For ſome days before I had 


H obſerved 
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obſerved Graber unuſually dejected; 


he ſeemed to regard me with a look 


of mingled grief and commiſeration; 
his half ſuppreſſed ſighs, the fre- 
quent tear that ſtarted in his eye, 
and the ſadneſs in which he ap- 
peared plunged, were to me equally 
alarming and unaccountable. I 
opened the paper, with emotions 
predictive of its fatal purport ; 
Here are the contents, which will 
never be obliterated from my me- 


mory. 


LIEUTENANT RHYNBERG TO 
ANTHONY GRABER. 


IH AVE now, my dear Graber, 
to charge you with a very important, 


but diſagreeable commiſſion. Your 
| poor 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 147 


poor Major is the moſt unfortunate 
of men, your cares have prolonged 
his life, only to fink beneath addi- 
tional ſorrows. — Happy were he 
at preſent with his beloved Louiſa ! 
.... She and her infant have 
| periſhed at the conflagration of 
NX XX. It appears that the enemy's 
Huſſars entered by night into the 
town, which they ſacked and burnt. 
It is now a heap of ruins. - I 
ſought out the place where the houſe 
of the Syndic ſtood. —— I mingled 
my tears with its aſhes, —— Louiſa 
had been delivered of a child but 
two days before ; — what a double 
death ſor our unhappy friend ! 
It remains with your prudence, 
brave and affectionate old man, to 
manage with delicacy and caution 
the communication of this ſhocking 
event. Leave him not, if poſſible, 

H '2 till 
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till he be reſtored to health, and 
ſomewhat reconciled to his irre- 
parable loſs. Pray write to me im- 
mediately on receipt of this. | 


M 


It is inconceivable to me how I 
could read this horrible letter to the 
end. It remained in my hand, 
whilſt overpowered by aſtoniſhment 
and anguiſh, I ſunk back in my 
chair, in a ſtate of total inſenſibility ; 
without lofing the power of per- 
ception, I perceived nothing. My 
eyes were open, yet incapable of 
diſcriminating their objects. I did 
not even live to the poignant and 
univerſal ſenſe of grief that pervaded 
my ſoul; there eſcaped not from 
me complaint, nor figh ; a horrid 

=: ſuſpenſion 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 149 


ſuſpenſion of all my faculties, an- 
nounced the magnitude of my cala- 
mity. But the deep ſentiment of woe, 
had only ſuffered with myſelf, a tem- 
porary death, to awaken me to ten- 
fold ſuffering, and to pierce my 
heart with a thouſand enanguiſhing 
ſenſations. 


Great God! what has hap- 
* pened!” cried Graber, entering 
the chamber. ib 


Perceiving the fatal letter in my 
hand, he ſtarted back, and ſtood 
for a few minutes fixed and filent ; 
then ruſhing forward, he ſeized the 
letter, tore it in pieces with his 
teeth, ſmote his head, uttered the 
moſt piercing cries, and ſeemed 
like an epileptic in the hour of his 

HAH z3 Cconvullions. 
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convulſions. This they afterwards 
related to me. 


This ſtate of inſenſibility con- 


tinued three days; on coming to 
_ myſelf, I was with difficulty per- 
ſuaded of the reality of what had 
juſt paſled ; I recalled it in a vague 


and unconnected manner to my re- 
collection; it ſeemed to me that the 
recent incidents were viſionary, and 


that I had lived amongſt ſhadows. 


The violent impreſſion of grief had 


weakened and deranged my faculties. 


** * 
* 


My dear Henrietta comes moſt 
opportunely to withdraw my at- 
tention from this melancholy ſub- 


ject; her innocent prattle ſeems to 


ſuſpend 
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ſuſpend my griefs; I ſee her, I 
hear her, and I forget my misfor- 
tunes, She promiſes me great 
pleaſure from the expected viſit of 
a lady of the name of Wallman, 
Henrietta is laviſh in her praiſe, it 
is a perpetual hymn, 


* * 


All was now dead to me in this 
world, I felt within my boſom a 
hideous void, diſcomfort and deſpair 
filled the place of my wife and child. 
My wounds were now in a more 
dangerous ſtate than before they 
were empoiſoned by chagrin, and 
baffled all the ſkill of my ſurgeons ; 
alas ! to render that efficacious, it 
was neceſlary to begin by curing the 
wounds that rankled in my heart. 

EF 4 . - Q 
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] was as a worm cruſhed beneath the 


| wheel which turns in vain agony 


upon itſelf, and impatiently awaits 


its diſſolution from the foot of the 


paſſenger. 


But my conſtitution ſaved me, 
and I at length found my health 
re-eſtabliſhed, if we can give the 
name of health to a ſtate in which 
the heart incurably ulcerated, cannot 


partake, I compleated my regiment 
again. I went into Sileſia, and 
beheld the effects of the late de- 


ſtructive inroad. I there learnt 
that my father-in-law, in endea- 
vouring to ſave his daughter and 
child, had periſhed in the flames. 
I could not prevail on myſelf to 
quit this ſcene of deſolation, which 
fed my melancholy. I enjoyed, 
amidſt theſe ruins, a higher grati- 

ficatian 
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fication than in a palace, and in 
the boſom of pleaſure. War, which 
in the heat and ardour of youth I 
had fo paſſionately followed, I now 
beheld with a ſpecies of horror; I 
ſhuddered at the idea of being 
numbered with thoſe titled aſſaſſins. 
who hold their fellow citizens in 
chains, and are the authors of ſo 
many miſeries to mankind. | 


At length I quit this ſcene of my 
calamities, determined never to- 
return. My ſtay here has re- 
conciled me in a great meaſure to 

life, which elſe would have been 
inſupportable. I every day receive 
from the worthy Ulrich, freſh proofs 
of his regard. Henrietta gains more 
and more on my affections. All 
the inhabitants of this happy man- 
ſion are good and kind, and furely 
| H 5 nothing 
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nothing more effectually ſooths the 


afflictions of the heart, than the de- 


lightful intercourſe, the ſweet and 
tranquil pleaſures, of ſuch a ſociety. 


The painful taſk is finiſhed, _—— 


— — Quis talia fando 


Temperet a lachrymis? - 


I have excited thy pity, I have 
afforded an ample theme for thy 
ſenſibility. But we muſt be 
reſigned, my friend ; let us there- 
fore pay without murmuring, the 
tribute which we owe to humanity. 
Of time, now the beſt remaining 


inheritance of Wolkmar, much has 


been waſted in thoughtleſs diſſi pa- 


Mo can relate the tale without a tear? 


Dzyp., Virco. 


. - | tion, 
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tion, and much has elapſed beneath 
the preſſure of misfortune. It is 
incumbent on me to endeavour to 
profit of that which remains, and 
not ſuffer death to ſurprize me. I 
know ſufficiently the caſualties of 
war : and we have ſomething to 
regulate, of much more momentous 
1mport than our income, and the 
care of our family, 


I ſhall continue to write to you, 
till my departure from hence. 

Adieu, my friend; preſerve your 
| health and your gaiety. 


H 6 LE r- 


P 
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LETT EK MY. 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER. 


I AM charmed to hear that you 
have abandoned the extravagagt 
idea of entering into a corps of 
Huſſars. I would not conſent to 
it, were it even on the condition 
of your immediate promotion to 
a general's ſtaff, I abhor this 
deſtructive trade; I can never love 
the man who holds his life on the 
deteſtable, and precarious tenure of 
depriving others of theirs, Beſides, 
CS wouldſt 
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wouldſt thou not be reduced to 
periſh by famine if kings ſhould 
happen to become reaſonable, con- 
ceive a diſlike to contention, tire of 
fighting with each other, of deſo- 
lating their dominions, and exter- 
minating their ſubjects? It appears 
to me, that ſince they muſt have 
ſoldiers, they ſhould only enliſt thoſe 
bad characters, who delight in war 
and ſlaughter; enemies to huma=- 
nity ; violators of law and order; 
malevolent beings, who diſturb ſo- 
ciety, licentious and diſſipated cha- 
racters, who carry diſcord and ruin 
into the boſom of families; and not 
thoſe whom nature has formed to be 
the inſtruments of proſperity and 
happineſs to their fellow-creatures ; 
children dutiful and uſeful to their 
parents, men of ſweet, moderate, 
and courteous tempers, and who 

2 - | cannot 
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cannot without a painful effort diveſt 
themſelves of thoſe amiable qualities 
implanted by nature, to become at 
once the remorſeleſs deſtroyers of 
their kind. What an inconſiſtency! 
my dear Werner, that they ſhould 
endeavour to tame thoſe fierce ani- 
mals who ſubſiſt on rapine, and 
delight in blood, and yet labour to 
form men to the enjoyment and 
commiſſion of carnage, and to make 
murder not only a profeſſion, but 
an amuſement! Are they appre- 
henſive that the ſpecies of wolves 
and tigers will become extinct ? Do 
they prepare men to ſucceed the ſa- 
vages of the foreſt ? 


Such are the reflections, my friend, 
that your military reſolutions have 
inſpired : I ſometimes ſay, laughing, 
to Mr. Wolkmar, you muſt not 

| “ reproach 
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« reproach me, Sir, that I have 
ce entirely detached Werner from 
the army.” He ſmiles, and 
ſays, © I felicitate you, my dear 
«© Henrietta, it is a man ſaved from 


e vice or death; a good peaſant is a 


&© much more uſeful member of ſo- 
“ cicty thau a Huſſar; and, as to 
« his rank or family, an officer is 
« often leſs eſteemed than the Syn- 
« dic of a village . But permit 


„me now, Henrietta, to laugh a 


c little in my turn; this martial 
66 project of Werner was nothing 
=. more than a lover's artifice l ſee 
„it all. A lover never appears 
«© more engaging than in diſplaying 
„ his valour M and believe me he 


„ wouid not appear ſo ardent in his 


« military purſuits, if he was not 


* We are to remember here that this was the 
ſituation of Werner's father, 


& well 
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well aſſured that the {ſweeteſt 
prayers, the tendereſt carefles; 
would be uſed- to diſſuade and 
diſarm him. You muſt pardon 
Werner for framing this pretence 


s to obtain a new declaration of 


your love; and fear nothing from 
me; I do not wiſh to learn a 
fondling ſpoiled by parental ten- 
derneſs, to ſupport fatigue, hunger 
and thirſt.” 


Purſue what meaſures you pleaſe, 
but Mr. Wolkmar is utterly averſe 
to your martial inclinations. If, 
however, you are willing fo con- 
tinue in her ſervice, the heart 
of Henrietta promiſes you new re- 
compenſes. | 


LE T- 
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LET FTT 
WERNER TO HENRIETTA. 


N O, I ſhall never enter into a 
Nate that meets not your approbation. 
As the felicity of Werner is depen- 
dant on that of Henrietta, fo ſhall 
his wiſhes ever accord with hei's, I 


think as you do on the war, for I am 


a man: I renounce for ever all my 
military projects ; beſides, I 
ſhould be a long time before I ad- 
vanced myſelf. Mr. Wolkmar has 
in his ſquadron many brave and ex- 


perienced men, who yet have grown 
old 


* Ä ů — 3 
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old in the ranks. Hubert with all 


his wounds, and long ſervice, 1s but 


a non-commiſſioned officer ; — 
but 2-propos of Hubert ; - he has 
at length accepted of our little con- 
tribution, and with infinite reluctance 
and ceremony. — Worthy Hubert ! 
but take our colloquy e 
as it paſſed. - 


« For what purpoſe is this money 
« Sir? 


cc For your uſe, Hubert.” 


« Hubert thanks you, Sir; but 
« the King gives me my ſubſiſtence 
« every five days, and the Major's 
“% bounty makes every month an 
addition to it, this abundant- 
ly ſuffices my wants, and I will 
* not abuſe your generofity ——” 


« But 
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© «© But why refuſe me this grati- 


* 
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fication ? Why not permit me to 
give you ſome token, however 


trifling, of the high eſteem I have 
conceived for you?” 


«, Excellent young man, I ſhould 
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indeed be unhappy in diſpleaſing 
you; I accept of your two 


crowns ; we have in our ſquadron 


an old Huſſar, who has a wife and 
children to ſupport out of his 


ſlender ſtipend, let us ſend it 


to them. There, Sir; is thrice 
the need of your bounty, and 


ample the reward flowing from 


the heart-felt gratitude, and the 
bleſſings of the poor; bleſſings, 
Sir, which the Divine EXE M- 
PL AR of virtue and benevoleuce, 
hath pronounced to be treaſures 
m heaven.” 

The 
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The humanity and difintereſted- 


neſs of this brave man affected me in 
the moſt lively manner; I could not 


refrain from tears, at ſuch touching 
traits of ſenſibility. How pleaſingly 


intereſting, my dear Henrietta, to 


behold this old ſoldier, every finer 
feeling of the ſoul, yet unblunted 
by the apathy of age, or the ferocity 
of his profeſiion ; obedient to the 
impulſe of ſympathizing pity, and 
— — 


The troops are very ſoon to go 
from hence, our officers luggage is 


all packed up. It is a queſtion 


whether the exiſtence of all of them 


will not be terminated by the fuſee 
or ſabre; and yet they rejoice as on 
the eve of a feaſt or a wedding. 


« It is our avocation, they ſay, 
Glory alone is our object, we have 
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< the great Frederick at our head, 
and are ſure of victory. Ah! 
that we could retain Mr. Wolkmar 
with us ! —— But be content, Hen- 
rietta; Mr, Wolkmar has nought to 
fear, the MosT HIGH is his pro- 
tector, and will preſerve him to us. 


- E 2 a. 
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LETTSEES EXT 


ANTHONY GRABER TO MAJOR 
| WOLKMAR. 


M R. Major, my patron, my ſup- 


port, my revered maſter! a thou- 


ſand, thouſand thanks! your kind 


remembrance gladdens my old age. 


Mr. Wiſenau has read to me that 


part of your letter which relates to 


me; my God, in what terms you 
mention my poor ſervices ! In what 
a light you are pleaſed to conſider 


the little that I have done for you ! 


It was my duty, Sir, it was only my 
duty. 
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duty. Graber never can render you 
what he ſhould do. Is it not you 
who have ſaved his life ? Is it not 
you who-warded off the blow of a 
ſabre at the battle of Torgau, when 
a Huſſar advanced furiouſly upon 
me? Who cut him down? Who 
ſent me ſo tenderly to B***, when 
I was obliged to go on crutches ? 
Who gives me an aſylum, and pro- 
vides liberally for me in my old age ? 
That which I have done was merely 
my duty, that which you do is from 
the noble impulſe of heaven-born 
charity. No; I can never ſuffi- 
ciently manifeſt my graitude. 


Why am I not ſtill permitted to 
be near you, to fight by your ſide, 
to avert the blows aimed at you, to 
ſhare the honour of your victory? 
Alas ! it is no longer the part of 
| poor 
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poor Graber to atk the queſtion. My 
extenuated body is no longer in a 
ſtate of ſervice, my arm 1s nerveleſs, 
my legs with difficulty ſupport me, 
Take me, my God, when you will. 
Graber is ready. Thou mayeſt ſay 
to him, —— Old ſoldier, thou haſt 
lived enough, refs thy remains in their 
parent earth. | 


I therefore can only moſt fer- 
vently offer up my prayers for you, 
Sir; and this I continually do, I 
cannot hope to ſee you return, my 
diſſolution ſenſibly approaches. In 
dying, my heart ſhall bear to God 
thoſe wiſhes for thy ſafety and hap- 
pineſs ; — that gratitude which once 
filled and animated it. When I 
meet my old comrades in heaven, 1 
ſhall tel] them how happy your 


goodneſs has rendered m. helpleſs. 
| nn * 
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age. May God long preſerve your 
health, invigarate your arm, and 
when age advances, take you by 
imperceptible and unpainful degrees 
to Himſelf. Theſe are the wiſhes 


of your faithful and affectionate 
Graber. : 


1ͤ 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER. 


| C HARLES! Charles! what an 
| unexpected act of Providence! will 
| you believe it? do J yet believe it 
myſelf? And is it aught but an 
illuſion, achimera, a pleaſing dream! 

I ! his daughter ! I who knew not 
my parents | Was it then the Force 
oF NATURE, Which, anticipating. 

this happy diſcovery, inſpired my 

irreſiſtible affection for a ſtranger ? 

Yes! Werner, however incredible, 

*tis true, the Major is my father; 
5 Ian 
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I am ſtunned, intoxicated with ſur- 
prize and joy ; Ecannot inform you 
of more, but I ſhall foon ſatisfy 
your impatience on this extraordi- 
nary event, 
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LETTER XXIX. 


5 
1% 


THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


I AM more compoſed, my ſcat- 
tered ideas re-unite, I begin to ac- 
cuſtom mylelf to this new ſtate of 
being. Charles! what a change ! 
Mr. Wolkmar is my father! I am 
his daughter! what unhoped for 
happineſs ! 


Yeſterday, after dinner, the Major 
and the good Curate,* with his wife 
and myſelf, fat diſcourſing cf various 
matters ; the converſation happened 
to 
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to turn on the ring which Mr. 
Wolkmar had given me. n 
« we are ſpeaking of a ring,” faid 
Mr. Ulrich, Henrietta has another, 
« we found it in unſwathing her 
linen, on the morning that heaven 
« was pleaſed to commit her to my 
« care; it came there, I believe by 
« chance, perhaps had fallen from 
« the finger of the perſon who had 
de the care of her;—this ring is va- 
« luable here he was inter- 
rupted by Mr. Wolkmar, who de- 
fired to ſee it. 


Mr. Ulrich went out, and return- 
ed with the ring, which he pre- 
ſented to the Major, who, the better 
to view it, went towards the win- 
dow. Suddenly we perceived his 
colour change, —his hand trembled. 


I 3 „Great 
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„ Great God,” cried he, *©* what 
4 do I ſee!” 


His emotions alarmed us, — we 


with difficulty prevailed on him to 


be ſeated. Judge, dear Werner, 
our ſurprize and conſternation 5 we 
knew not what to think, whether 
theſe unaccountable appearances de- 
noted a misfortune or a happy event. 
What could he learn from this 


Ting? Whence his paleneſs and 


agitation.? Jt was all a myſtery, and 
we dared not break ſilence by re- 


quiring the explanation we now ſo 


anxiouſly awaited. . 


+. 


At length,” —— faid he, riſing 
with a ſolemn and dignified com- 


, poſure, and directing his looks to- 


wards heaven, my heart, my. 


| e fond, preſoging heart, has truly 


& ſaid 
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« ſaid that Henrietta ſhould be my 
« daughter; its unerring impulſe, 


« faithful to the dictates of nature, 


« has well juſtified my involuntary 
« attachment!“ —— In pronoun- 
cing theſe words, he claſped me in 
his arms, bedewed my face with 
tears, and ſunk motionleſs on my 


boſom : 


We were unable to think, or to 
ſpeak ; the momentary effects of this 
happy event were ſimilar to thoſe 
which the heavieſt misfortune uſually 
produces. 


I know not how to relate to you 
what paſſed in the firſt moments of 
this event, I heard the names of 
father and daughter; but ſoon ex- 

hauſted by the various paſſions which 
agitated me, a miſt ſuffuſed my eyes, 
| I 4 I fell 


plained 
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1 fell inſenſibly into a ſwoon. Re- 


covering, I found myſelf on a bed, 
Mr. Wolkmar and the family 
around me. 


It was indeed an intereſting ſcene 
to behold Mr. Wolkmar combating, 
with different emotions; now en- 
tirely abſorbed in thought, as if col- 
lected within himſelf, the better to 


indulge his joy ; now giving a looſe 


to paternal affection, in the tendereſt 
careſſes, and repeating with pleaſure 
and exultation, the ſweet name of 
daughter, | 


* 


The firſt tranſports of joy have 
ſubſided, and Mr. Wolkmar has ex- 


but what an explana- 
tion, 
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tion, Charles! and what a grievous 
allay to our happineſs ! My unfor- 
tunate mother periſhed at the burn- 
ing of N *; at the ſad an- 
nunciation of her fate, my heart 
reproached itſelf for its previous ; 
_ effuſion of joy, which ſeemed a vio- 
lation of thoſe ſacred and tender re- 
grets due to the dear departed author 
of my being. Alas! that the tran- 
fient and melancholy ſatisfaction of 
ſhedding a tear to her memory, 15 
all that now remains to Henrietta! 
But we muſt refignedly ſubmit to the 
diſpenſations of an all-wiſe Provi- 
dence; in a devout conviction-that 
whatever its will ordains, is beſt. 
That directing Power which has 
permitted me to know the fate of 
my mother, has alſo reſtored to me 
my father. And thou, bleſt ſpirit ! 
Ty from thy celeſtial abode, thou 
Lc beholdeſt 
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beholdeſt our re-union, what an ex- 
quiſite pleaſure to thy ſoul! If, in- 
deed, the felicity of angelic beings 
be ſuſceptible of increaſe. 


I ſhould have told you, that in 
examining the ring, we perceived 
theſe three letters L. D. V. —— My 
good father who is alſo to be thine, 
Charles; —— father! I could repeat 
for ever the dear delighting name! 
I feel, whenever I hear it, the in- 
deſcribable ſenſations of new-born 
felicity. And what a father | — 

F am the unvaried object of his vows, 
his thankſgiving, his carefſes ; —— 
my adoptive parents ſhare our tranſ- 
ports. We feel as if newly created, 
and, as if informed with new ſouls. 
To eat and drink is not more neceſ- 

ſary to us than to angels; our 
aliment is pure and unallayed rap- 
| ture; 
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ture ; reſulting from that conſum- 
mation of human felicity, which 
partakes of the ineffable delights of 
divine beatitude; and communicates 
to the heart of ſenſibility its moſt 
ſupreme enjoyment. Come then, 
my dear Werner, come and ſhare 
with me the embraces of a father. 


And you, my ever dear Adelaide; 
angelic woman! what will be 
your feelings on this occaſion? Ah! 
Charles, when ſhe arrives, and when 
you are with me, my happineſs will 
be compleat; and yet, — pain- 
fully intruſive idea! —— I ſhall not- 
withſtanding want — a mother! 


180 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD, 


j 
' 


LETTER XXX, 


WERNER TO HENRIETTA 
 WOLKMAR. 


I FEEL as if ſtruck by lightning ; 
my ideas combined of the moſt ex- 
quiſite alternatives of joy and grief, 
rapidly ſucceed each other; — my 
heart now thrilling with pleaſure, 
and now penetrated with the moſt 
acute anguith : — at one moment 
I revolve the happy change that 
gives to Henrietta, a parent; a 
diſtinguiſhed and honourable place 
in ſociety; the ſplendor of riches ; 
— and avenges merit on fortune! 

En 8 
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But when I reflect on the immenſe 
diſtance to which this event removes 
her from my hopes, I am abandoned 
to innumerable apprehenſions,- 
my ſenſations border on deſpair. 


Dear, betrothed Henrietta 
and dare I ſtill addreſs thee by that 
ſacred, that tender deſignation? — 
Ah! diſtrading doubt! You are 
happy, Henrietta; my heart exults, 
my fancy expatiates but, per- 
haps that very event which has 
confirmed your happineſs, will for 
ever annihilate mine ! You are now 
the daughter of an officer of high 
rank, —— heireſs to a conſiderable 
fortune; = It 1s no longer my 
part to addreſs on a footing of equa- 
lity the daughter of Major Wolk- 
what am I? the ſon. 


mar. I, 


of an humble Syndic ! — What will 
become 
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become of me, in loſing the friend 
without whom exiſtence is inſup- 
portable? War happily pre- 
ſents a reſource by which I may 
terminate life with honour. TI. 
ſhall ſeek in the thickeſt fire, an 
oblivion of this painful exiſtence, 
- of love and Henrietta |! — 
Charming girl! Conceive for a 
| moment my misfortune, ſhould I 
| loſe thee ! If thy father ſhould oppoſe 
W. our union! too well thou knoweſt, 
if not thy own ineſtimable worth, 
— the force of Werner's af- 
fection . . . no! thou wilt not 
deſpiſe him whom thou haſt here- 
tofore loved ; though I have 


| no other pretenfion to the conſent of 
| Mr. Wolkmar, than that of being 
| the lover of Henrietta, But I am 
| unable to exprefs the agitation of 
| my 
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my ſoul at this moment. Ah! 
haſten to inform me of thy father's 
intentions. I dare not go myſelf to 
learn that on which my happineſs 


and life depends. Painful uncer- 


tainty ! — 
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I ET TE A. A. 
HENRIETTA TO WERNER. 


D EAR boy, diſſi pate your fear; 
the change of Henrietta's for- 
tune ſhall never effect a change in 
her heart! I ſhould then indeed 
never have loved! Your doubts are 
injurious to me; . . .. to my father, 
+ . . « you ſhall be mine, my father 
thinks with his wonted generoſity, 
— calls you his ſon; read the 
incloſed letter, and fly to embrace 


him, 


BY 8 LE T- 
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LETTER BRA 
WOLKMAR TO WERNER, 


T HE happy father of Henrietta 
has read your letter ; he has, dear 
Werner, witnefled the ardour and 
ſincerity of your paſſion for his 
daughter. Before my will was ne- 
ceflary to ratify, I approved of her 
choice. I even endeavoured to ob- 
viate the pecuniary obſtacles to your 
union. My newly acquired hap- 
pineſs ſhall not be the means of 
rendering two perſons miſerable, 
who have an equal right as I to be 
happy, and who cannot be ſo but 
by 


— 4 . ͤ— — — ü — 
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by my concurrence with the ſenti- 
ment that unites them. It is with 
the greateſt pleaſure that I name 
you my ſon. Come then, I wiſh. 
to embrace you as fuch, 
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LETTER XXXIIL 


. WOLKMAR TO WISENAUs 


F ELICITATE me, my dear 
friend! Happineſs ! Happineſs, to 
which my moſt ſanguine hope 
dared not before aſpire, is mine! 
—— Be not furprized, if in my 
firſt tranſports, the grand move- 
ments of Nature yet unſubſided ; 
—— my ſoul yet agitated by the 
undiminithed energy of contend- 
ing paſſions ; every ſenſe enwrapped 
in the ſweet delirium of joy; finally, 

indiſpoſed 
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indiſpoſed to write, becauſe un- 
equal to the detail of incidents ; 
unequal to the expreſſion of my 
feelings, I apprized you of 
the happy event by our futhful 
Hubert. 


But has this prodigy come alone ? 
Have I recovered a daughter only ? 
O my friend! what I am now to 
relate, will indeed appear incredi- 
ble. Louiſa! my adored | long- 
loſt, long regretted Louiſa ! —— 
Louiſa, whoſe ſuppoſed diſaſtrous 
fate had conſigned my days to ſor- 
row, —— lives! —— lives in my 
arms! | 


* 


Almighty God ! If that grateful 
ſenſe of thy auſpicious providence, 
which at this moment fills my ſoul, 
ſuffers from henceforth a momen- 

4 | tary 
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tary abatement, may 1 ceaſe to 
enjoy thoſe ſignal marks of thy fa- 
vour ! What happineſs! What 
an aſtoniſhing concurrence of events! 
Hear. I concluded my laſt by 
acquainting you that my dear Hen- 
rietta had announced a viſitor, her 
old boarding-ſchool miſtreſs, a Mrs. 

Wallman : Does not thy heart 
beat? Dear Wiſenau; — Adelaide 
Wallman is the wife of your friend! 

the mother of Henrietta ! 


She arrived here yeſterday morn : 
my Huſſars had continued at their 
exerciſe longer than uſual, and 1 
returned from the field much fa- 
tigued. Inſtead of going, as is my 
ordinary cuſtom, directly to my 
apartment, I entered the parlour, 
laid down my cloak and ſabre, and 
* the company. Suddenly I 
heard 
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heard a loud ſhriek, — the ſtranger 


had fainted, —— all was alarm and 
confuſion; I ran to her affiſtance, 


raiſed, and placed her in a chair. 


« 


Conceive my feelings when 1 


recognized the countenance of my 


Louiſa! Scarcely could my limbs 


ſupport me; I remained for a few 


moments filent and immoveable ; 


| alike incapable of explaining this 


new phznomenon, or of rendering 
her the aſſiſtance her alarming ſitu- 
ation required. Suddenly recovering 
myſelf, I ruſhed towards her, re- 


pelled like a fury, all who ſur- 
| rounded her, and claſping her in 
my arms, exclaimed 


el 
eit is, it is my dear Louiſa! 
13 I do not deceive myſelf, 
thou haſt deſcended from. 
5 Heaven to complete the hap- 

% pineſs 
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« pineſs of thy beloved huſband 


« and daughter! Ah! abandon us 


«© no more, nor return to the 
abodes of the bleſſed, till we are 
« permitted to accompany thee |—" 


* 


6 


I was indeed in a delirium, 
my well known voice awakened 
her, 
as mine, half-uttered, incoherent, 
and unintelligible. The ſpectators 


| beheld each other in mute aſtoniſh- 
ment. We were not in a ſtate to 
afford them an explanation of the 


extraordinary ſcene before them. 


An interval of a few minutes enabled 
us to gratify their anxious curioſity. 
Figure to yourſelf the mother and 


daughter enfolded in each other's 


arms, immerſed in ſilent tranſport, 


what Joy teemed to renew the 
| youth, 


her firſt expreſſions were 


ö 
5 
| 
| 
i 
| 
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youth of the good miniſter and his 
wife. | 


* 


Louiſa had laid in at the houſe of 
a friend, that ſhe might be better 
attended, and more undiſturbed, 
than at her father's. A rumour of 
my death had reached, and nearly 
proved fatal to her. At this dan- 
gerous criſis, the town was ſurpriz- 
ed by the Imperial Huſſars; terror 
had diſperſed thoſe who attended 
her; ſhe found herſelf left alone, 


with the infant at her breaſt, 


The fire having gained the houſe 
in which ſhe lay, the endeavoured 
to eſcape with her precious charge; 


but was met at the door by a Huffar, 
who, 
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who, actuated by the deſire of pil- 
lage, and ſuppoſing the burden 
which Louiſa carried, to be a trea- 
ſure of a very different nature from 
what he afterwards found it, ſeized 
the infant. Louiſa's weak and un- 
availing reſiſtance only ſerved to in- 
cenſe the ruffian, who giving her 
a blow which left her extended and 
ſenſeleſs on the ground, retired with 
his prey. How the infant eſcaped 
his ſavage barbarity, in the firſt mo- 
ment of rage and diſappointment, 
and by whom left in the garden, 
where the curate afterwards found 
it, we are yet to learn. As to 


Louiſa, when ſhe recovered, ſhe 


* fled from the ſcene of devaſtation ; 
fear lent her wings, ſhe beheld the 
conflagration, and heard the report 
of fuſees, and the ſhouts of the now 
retreating enemy. She wandered on 


K as 
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as chance directed, the flames ſpread 


wider and wider, exhibiting a hideous 


contraſt with the ſu rrounding gloom. 
Happily at this moment, a carriage 
paſſed, it ſtopped, and a lady from 
within it, addreſſed Louiſa, „Take 
& refuge here, my dear friend, I 


* am happy in meeting you, and 
« will bring you to a place of ſe- 
% curity.”— The carriage drove off, 


and ſoon reached B* X, Where 
Louiſa's unknown protectreſs having 
{et her down, continued her journey, 


At B“ * *, Louiſa had the good 
fortune to find at once a kind re- 
ception, and a permanent reſidence 
in the houſe of a relation. A poor 
conſolation indeed for a woman at 
once bereft of a father, a huſband, 
and child! She now changed her 
name, to avoid as much as poſſible 

being 
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being known, and the more freely 
to indulge that ſentiment of melan- 
choly which I have experienced to 
be of all others deareſt to the un- 
happy: the heart of ſenſibility 
cheriſhes that tender and ſoothing 
ſenſe of woe; which, ſolicitous to 
appropriate to itſelf whatever tends 
to cheriſh the remembrance of loſt 


affection, anxiouſly excludes all alle- 


viation from ſympathy ; pleaſed to 
muſe on its misfortunes ; forming 


for itſelf new creation in the boſom. 


of filence and ſolitude ; thus tranſ- 
muting its woe, it enjoys the de- 


licious fruition of that penſive, yet 
mildly fervid enthuſiaſm, which 
hormonizes the ſoul, meliorates ſor- 
row, ſpreads a ſoftening ſhade over, 


and rebates the keeneſt edge of 
affliction. 


Hither 


2 
15 
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. Hither Henrietta was ſent, where 
ſhe continued three years. Her 
mother, though totally i ignorant of 
the tender relation that nature had 

formed between her and her pupil, 
yet felt herſelf inſpired with an un- 
accountable partiality for Henrietta; 
an unaccountable and powerful im- 

pulſe led her to prefer this unknown 
favourite to her other boarders; ſhe 
could not endure to be a moment 
abſent from her, and felt a peculiar 
happineſs in forming the docile 
heart of Henrietta, aud in im- 
proving the happy diſpoſitions of 
nature. The underſtanding of Hen- 
rietta outgrew her age, a ſenſibility 
at once ſweet and uncapricious, was 
the foundation of her character. 

Penetrated with love and gratitude 

for the care of her inſtructreſs, ſhe 


cheriſhed for her. the regards of a 
— 
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daughter. Aided by a ſentiment ſo 
favourable, the leſſons of Louiſa 
were indeliably imprinted on the 
heart of Henrietta. | 


RT 
K 


Is there then aught wanting to 
complete my happineſs? —— And 
yet it is not unmixed with difquiet- 
ing apprehenſions for the fate of 

. thoſe I hold moſt dear, —— if the 
chance of war . . . . but I muſt en- 
deavour to repel theſe ſaid ideas.— 
It is, however, my with, that my 
wife and daughter remain in Sileſia, 
and, if circumſtances require it, I 
fhall commit them, with young 

Werner, to thy friendly care. 
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Inform all my friends of the late 
intereſting events, eſpecially Graber; 
none feels more fincere intereſt for 
me ; rejoice the heart of this old 
man, with the happy tidings ; z it 


will gild the evening of his life; 


again I commend him to your care, 


beneath your humane attentions, 
the ſatisfactions of his preſent ex- 
iſtence will render diſſolution eaſy; 


and the tranfition from the periſhable 
enjoyments of this frail being, to a 
ſtate of ſolid and durable bliſs, im- 


perceptible ; appearing as the, con- 
tinuation of an uninterrupted chain 
of felicity, commencing on earth, 
and terminating in heaven. 


P. 8. As I was about to ſeal my 
letter, I received an order for our 
departure; how cruel, my friend, 


to be obliged to abandon thoſe 10 
yy 


eee ab A de 


HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 199 


lately reſtored to me! but it is the 
King's will, which I chearfully 
_ obey : war viewed in the abſtract, 
preſents only a horridly uniform 
picture of general. calamity 3 but 
what innumerable and various hid- 
den evils in its train! domeſtic griefs, 
which ſhut up in the hearts of the 
unfortunate, lacerate or conſume 
them! to-morrow, I go from 
hence. > IVE. 
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LETTER XXXIV, 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER. 


M Y Father is gone, the order 


arrived here yeſterday evening, and 
this morning, at the ſame hour, he 


departed with his ſquadron, We 


are all in the deepeſt dejection; my 
mother weeps, and recalls to re- 


membrance her firſt fatal parting 


from my father; her anxious ten- 
derneſs inſpires her with apprehen- 


ſions of the renewal of former cala- 


mities. Heaven knows” (theſe 


were my father's words,) „ with 


20 what * Lleave you, my con- 
« tinual 
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ee tinual prayers have been addreſſed 
ce to the Moſt High, to avert this 


* painful ſeparation, but we muſt 


.CC part, 
King is ſacred!ꝰ Here his 
tears flowed in abundance, but they 
were the tears of a ſoldier, Werner! 
His countenance expreſſed a noble 
pride, a manly fortitude, a melan- 


choly firmneſs ; ſoftened and em- 


belliſhed by the amiable effuſions of 
a feeling heart devoted to its beſt 


affections. 


The 3 had drawn up op- 
poſite the houſe, their appearance 
Was really terrifying. Something ſo 
horrible in their viſage; their eyes 
ſeemed to elicit fire. The horſes 
neighed, theirnoſtrils breathed flame, 
they tore up the ground with their 
hoofs, My father gives the word,. 
1 K . | and: 


he command. of the 


= x ö 4 35 FF of 
2 2 r . 7 3 5 
WA? » - "9 - > Bs = — . " ere . EL 
= Da 2 3 n 4 * 2 
: 4 


. TS MT PIE SY LI TN peep 


9 RE OS 


wor ets r baud. 


... 0 NET RG: RE PCR A 


— — 1 —— 


202 HENRIETTA OF GERSTEN FELD. 


and all the ſabres at once fly from 
the ſcabbard; terrible appearance! 
dire preparative to the immolation 
of human victims! A univerſal tre- 
mor ſeized me, I could ſcarcely ſup- 
port myſelf, ſo ſtrongly had the 
1 dreadful images of deſtructive war 
| affected my fancy, my heart yet 
retains the impreſſion. —— The 
trumpet ſounded a warlike march, 
its horrid clangor reminded me of 
the effects produced by the voice of 
the fury Diſcord, deſcribed by Ho- 
mer *. The troop moved, my father 
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* When baleful Eris, ſent by Jovi s command, 

The torch of diſcord blazing in her hand, 

'Thro? the red ſkies a bloody ſign extends, 
And wrapt in tempeſts, o'er the fleet deſcends. 
= - - High on Ulyſſes' bark her horrid ſtand 
| She took, and thunder'd thro? the ſeas and land. 
hence the black fury thro? the Grecian throng 
With horror ſounds the loud Orthian ſong. 
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turned towards us, that intrepid air 
and martial ardour which glowed 
on his countenance, yielded for a 


moment to the ſofter expreſſion of 


tender affection, and regretful ſor- 


row ; he could not ſpeak, for his 


heart was full, but, he looked, 


Werner—looked unutterable things, 


which our hearts in painful uniſon 
with his, at once interpreted and 
felt. 


My God! May thy tutelary 
power accompany and protect him? 
Mayeſt thou perpetually watch over 
my dear and honoured parent! 


Jam extremely dejected; 


your officers are gone, and you 
= F 


have no excuſe for abſenting your- 
ſelf from me; if you do not come 
N MY to 


—— ——1— —— — 
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to ſympathize with me, and alle- 


viate my chagrin, I ſhall die, for 
I ſhall then think that you no longer 
love me. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER, 


I FORGOT to relate to you in 
my laſt that Hubert before his de- 
parture made to me a ſort of peni- 
tentiary confeſſion of the ſhare he 
had in the ſack and burning of 
, at which time he ſerved 
in the Imperial Army. —— ** Ah, 
„dear lady,” ſaid he, ſhall I 
« not leave you in the hope that 
your heart is reconciled to me? I 


am going to the war, it may be to 
return 
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© return no more. I am not afraid 
of death, but I ſhall meet it with 


A 


6 
“ pardon. The greater my offence, 
c the more worthy your forgive- 


& neſs; my repentance is very 


* ſincere; I afſure you, that for 
« your ſake, I ſhall pillage no more, 
« fire no more villages; I ſhall be 
6 


K 


N 


29 


« from their infants and 


46 Ah if ceaſe Hubert F—— 


I wept, and unable to Seek, 


tdok his hand, and paſſing mine 


over his eyes, wiped away his 


tears, I withed to convince him 
that my heart harboured no re- 
Fentment againſt him, but that it 
felt an intereſt in his preſervation ; 


and 


leſs tranquillity if J have not your 


always fearful of forcing mothers 
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and yet, Werner, perhaps *tis 
to him I owe the loſs of a parent ! 


I know not, my dear Werner, 
how thoſe people are formed ; they 
have good and tender hearts ; they 
even weep, but notwithſtanding, 
when they face the enemy, they 
at once diveſt themſelves of every 
attribute of humanity. To kindle 
their rage it ſuffices only that they 
be oppoſed to a man. They maſ- 
facre thoſe againſt whom they have 
no perſonal hate: They ruth to 
mutual {laughter for intereſts totally 
foreign to themſelves, I cannot 
comprehend how diſpoſitions ſo in- 
compatible can be united. Is it 
poſſible to be at once a man and a 


tiger? 


4 


Should 
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Should the benedictions of the 
pious Ulrich have their deſired 
effect, on this ſanguinary occaſion ? 
I ſo, the Pruſſians will vanquiſh 
all who oppoſe them, none ſhall loſe 


their lives, and my father leaſt of 


any. My God! how he is expoſed! 
If he dies, Charles. . the ſame 
blow will kill me. 


My father writes often, J write 
now only to him; for, ſince I am 
to ſee you every day, a correſpon- 
dence would be ſuperfluous. 


LE T. 
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LETTER XXXVI, 


HENRIETTA TO WEAMNER. 


A. ND have not, my dear friend, 
cauſe of complaint? My father's 
departure, my mother's inconſola- 
tion, my own chagrin, all ag- 
gravated by your abſence, and the 
alarming accounts I have juſt re- 
ceived of your indiſpofition ? Alas ! 
the entire tenour of your laſt letter, 
apparently written in a moment of 
dejection and diſquietude, excites 
my fears ; —— you appear, my 
dear Werner, too inſenſible of your 

own 
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own danger, and devoted only to an 
anxious folicitude for me, which 
muſt inevitably aggravate your diſ- 
order. Ah! if you indeed love me, 
if my life be of any value to you, 
endeavour to compoſe yourſelf; 
conſider how much the continuance 
of my health depends on your ſpeedy 
Me recovery, that my heart and its 
| affections are inſeparably united, as 
| my fate is interwoven with thine. - 


J know not how it is, put in the 
ſenſe of your preſent danger, I ſeem 
to loſe ſight of every other con- 
fideration ; to all but thee indiffe- 
rent; ama but for thee; ob- 
jects before moſt intereſting to me, 
recede and diſappear; my ideas 
fade, and, in renewing, are con- 
centrated in Werner. Whence this 
change ? ſs it that the foul 
being 
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being foftened by grief, becomes 


then more ſuſceptible of love? 
Thus prepared for the excluſive re- 
ception of the beloved object? So 
the ſainted ſpirit wrapt in the inef- 
fable tranſports of divine love, pants 
to reſolve itſelf into that e | 
and eternal eſſence which it con- 


templates and adores. Yes! it is 


that love, to which all other paſſions 
are ſubordinate and tributary, and 
whoſe flame, generated in, and ex- 
haled from the heart; that flame 
which ardent, unconſumed, unex- 


: tinguiſhable ; which attracts, abſorbs 


every inferior affection, and aſſimi- 
lates them to its own nature? con- 
trouling with mildeſt influence the 
rage of contending paſſions; ſoothes, 


 rrradiates, and cheers, the ſoul ; 


realizing that ſweet oblivion feigned 
by the Poets, when devoted to a 
8 pure 


— ———— 
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pure and virtuous paſſion, all within 
the breaſt is indiſturbance, equability, 
attempered rapture. 


What a rhapſody ! But 'tis love, 
virtue and Werner have inſpired it; 


therefore is its warmth. unblame- 
able. My beart in ſome degree 


relieved by this tranſient and invo- 
luntary effuſion, recurs again to 
thoſe dear objects who muſt ever 


ſhare dividedly with her dear Wer- 
ner, the affections of Henrietta, 


Extreme as is my defire to ſee 
you, I findit at preſent impoſſible to 


gratify it, my mother's exceſſive 
grief, not ſuffering me to leave her. 


Ah! Werner, her worth is yet un- 
known to thee! Thou art yet to be 
acquainted with her amiable qua- 
lities, her N tenderneſs, for- 

merly 
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merly the beſt of friends, now the 
beſt of mothers. My God! make 
me ſufficiently deſerving thy good- 
neſs, in giving me ſuch parents, I 
ſhall inceſſantly preſent to thee my 
grateful homage for theſe thine i in- 
; eſtimable bleflings | = 


But ay father! alas! he is 
already far from us, far from the 
deareſt objects of his love. - O 
my father! at each ſtep he ad- 
vances to the fateful field, >| 
ſhudder ! —— Avert, kind Heaven, 
the inauſpicious 3 images which my 
fear ful apprehenſions form! 
Ah! perhaps even now the danger 
approaches, a ſoldier thirſting for 
his blood , ruſhes on him; I hear 
the ſhout of the exulting enemy, 
behold the foaming charger, the 
ſlackened rein, —— TI ſee the ſabre 
ſuſpended over his head, -I ſee 

| 1 
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him fall; - ſee him —— Arbiter 


of our deſtinies ! whatever may be 


the event, inſpire thy ſervant with | 
that reſignation which will again 
eſtabliſh peace in her ſoul! Thou, | 
whoſe auſpicious Providence hath 1 
hitherto been my reſt and my pro- | 


tection, watch over the ſafety of my 
father! Virtuous himſelf, he is the 
friend of virtue, the father of the 


| unfortunate, ah ! preſerve him 3 
| to his family! „ 
| | | 5 
| In vain I endeavour to repreſs \ 
| theſe frightful images, theſe, per- : 


| haps, ideal terrors ; they in- 
| trude on me in ſpite of myſelf; at 
| one moment, I am calm, a happy 
proſpect ſeems to brighten before 

| me, I dare to give credence to the 
pleaſing promiſes of hope; but 

ſoon 


*. * 
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ſoon the tears and fighs of my 
mother conſign mo to new appre- 
henſions; her ſorrows are conta- 
gious, a ſad and gloomy cloud en- 
velopes every object, and the night 
of death ſeems to overſhadow na- 
ture. 1 1 


E 
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leſs tranquil than before 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


HENRIETTA TO WERNER, 


You aſſure me that your diſorder 
is not dangerous ; - but have you 
acquainted me with your real ſtate ? 
Your letter has contributed little to 


diſſipate my fear, T am even 
I dread 


that unkind, that cruel perfidy of 


love, which may have induced you 


to diſſemble with me. If you be 
not better to-morrow, I ſhall go 
and judge for myſelf; Tam diſtracted 


by doubt and aprons on your 


account, | 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


WERNER TO HENRIETTA, 


H OW melancholy is your: cor- 
reſpondence become! Your late 
letters were alone ſufficient to inſpire 
me with ſadneſs. What is become 
of that gaiety, which was wont to 
charm and enliven-us? You ſpeak 
of nothing but diſquietudes and ſor- 


rows, but are they to be imputed to 


me! I am ſenſible that it is afflicting, 
in the moment of having recovered 
the beſt of fathers, ere you had 
ſcarcely interchanged embraces, to 


8 | loſe 


. — — — a * a 
. ISCNEN 1 * — 
r eee — 2 oY = 
pda une ==" rd > ——— —— —— ——— Sg — — — 
» — R a — = - — — 
” » 9 * 2 — antes — . — — rr i — — 
8 = 1 2 er n Tr. 2 . 
8 2 g , 2 2 © N 1 r pl 


— Y 8 
_ — 
bu - » 
* r 
299999. * . 
P Ab a thine. - be beet 
—— poems — —ä— 
* o 


—— — * 
Dn —— — one Lands 


— — 
— — 
rn 


Tees woes Cond 
2 — 8 


218 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 
loſe him but what do I fay? 
(obſerve how naturally I adopt your 
mode of expreſſion) He is not loſt, 
our dear Mr. Wolkmar is gone to 
ſeek new glory, to approve himſelf 
worthy of the high reputation he 
has already acquired, and to juſtify 
In the ſight of ten thouſand men, all 
younger ſoldiers than himſelf, the 
eſtimation and diſtinguiſhed favour 
of the King. After all, has he not 
embraced that party, which, had 
his determination been ſubmitted to 
5 you, you would have adviſed him 
to? Should he have debaſed himſelf, 
and forfeited his well- earned ho- 
nours, by a diſhonourable defection 
Enjoying, during a long peace, the 
ample benefits of his high rank in 
the army, ſhould he abandon a lu- 
crative poſt, when he found it to 
become, perhaps, a dangerous one ? 
But 
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But think yon that his Huſſars, 
who are more than men, will, in 
caſe of danger, abandon their beloved 


Major? No, they would encompaſs 


him as with a rampart, and ſacrifice 
their lives in his defence. 


You were to blame, Henrietta, 
in making me relinquiſh the fancy, 
as you termed it, of becoming a 
Huſſar in Mr. Wolkmar's ſquadron ; 
I ſhould never have loſt ſight of 


him, I ſhould have defended him; 


and he in his turn would have 
taught me to conquer. He is thy 
father, and permit me to add, mine; 
what then ſhould I not do for his 
preſervation ? What ſhould he fear, 


having Hubert and I at his fide? 


Do you wiſh that he ſhould have 
one defender leſs? Give but the 


word of command, and I fly to join 
L 2 him, 
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him, I aſſume the peliſſe, and 
commence Huſſar. Let not my ill- 
neſs diſquiet you; ſome feveriſh 
ſymptoms indeed appeared, but I 
have ſhaken them off. I however 
take you at your word, and ſhall 
expect you to-morrow... My. father 
is impatient to ſee you, but has 
oppoſed, with his uſual tenacity, 
my defire of going abroad. I ſhall, 
notwithſtanding; take a walk to the 
curacy, and accompany you hither; 
it is the firſt time that I have ever 
oppoſed my father's will ; but the 
occaſion, my dear Henrietta, muſt 
juſtify me: indeed to blame me for 
this act of diſobedience, would be 
to confeſs that he never was . 
ſelf 3 in love. © c 
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prevented my intended viſit. The 
experience of yeſterday has con- 
vinced me, that all ſoldiers do not 
reſemble -Mr. Wolkmar ; the ami- 
cable and conciliating manner in 
which he firſt introduced himſelf 
amongſt us, (not to mention his 
ſubſequent politeneſs and genero- 
ſity,) gained him the heart of every 
perſon in the curacy. But what 

| difference ! J yet tremble, My dear 
L 3 mother, 


* not - 
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mother, and poor Mrs. Ulrich were 
as much frightened as myſelf, but 
you ſhall hear what paſſed. 


My mother, Mr, Ulrich, and T, 


were juſt ready to go out, when a 
ſerjeant of + dragoons entered the 
court on horſeback, and deſired to 


_ with the curate. 


. 


J cc With me, Sir!“ faid Mr. 


Ulrich, 3 am A Curate.” 


8 | 10 NY Captain * ſent me * 


« to provide quarters for him; we 


4 remain here to night, perhaps we 


« may. go away to· morrow, perhaps 
95 


hy But 8 Sir, is my Cure, 
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« T know it, Sir, but there is 
not better accommodation in the 
village for Captain Reumar ; be- 
ſides, you have lately logged n 
officer of Huſfars.” 


c Very true, and a brave and 


worthy gentleman he is ; I would 


molt chearfully receive your of- 
ficer hkewiſe, if Major Wolk- 
mar's ſpouſe did not occupy the 
apartment. For the reſt, you 
will be pleaſed to obſerve, that I 
am not obliged to lodge the 
military; that when I do, it is 
purely from complatſance,”. tell 


—_ Captain ſo.” 


This extraordinary envoy went 


off; in about an hour after, the 
Captain entered the village with his 


company ; and ſhortly after preſented 


L 4 __ himſelf 
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himſelf to us, with his ſuite, con- 
fiſting of a valet, two footmen, a 
* — a 1 — 

4: Hallo! Ain is FRY Mini- 
4 ſter?” This, my dear * Was. 
his eee 1 4 


U 
27 9}; 


Mr. Ulrich flute a him. | 


Li, «I am come novices up my 
6 1 8 you, Merv n 
0 T would actbinmodiete= you 
with pleaſure, Sir; but that. 
e Wolkmar's ___ * 
cc 80 ch Fo DUE we: e all 
ſoon make our arrangements, — 
eſpecially if ſhe be handſome 
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It is impoſſible, my dear Werner, 
to convey to you an adequate idea of 
this fon of Mars.; his tone, and 
manner, were altogether a very 
ſuitable comment on his puts. 


„„ — * - | 


66 Mr. 1. Captain id Me. Ulich, 
© my houſe is —_— 

oy * Man of God! are 
« e not at war, and if we ſhould 
« ſuffer the enemy to advance, 
c would you tell him your houſe 
«© was * 2” 


Wich theſe words, he leaped 
briſkly from his horſe, and entered 
the houſe in triumph. We, like fo 
many frighted deer, purſued by the 
| hounds, took refuge in the Curate's 
library, The Captain immediately, 
and 


226 HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 


and of his own accord, took poflef- 
fion of my dear father's late apart- 
ment. . 


Tis a pity that his manners are 
ſo rude and brutal; his phyſiognomy 
is not unpleaſing, aud 1 perſon is 
elegant; . WE 


< 


If you are cured of your fever, 
you are ict of your -hair-brained' 
projects. You ſtill ſpeak of making 
yourſelf a Huſſar; my father, you 
ſay, would then have one defender 
more; and tell me, diſpaſſionate | 
and fpiritleſs lover as you are; Would 
not I, in that caſe, have one anxiety 
more? Do you comprehend me ? 
Talk no more of being a Hur, 


Or — 


Our 


| HENRIETTA OF GERSTENFELD. 227 


Our officer has been ſuddenly 
taken ill, and keeps his bed; he 
complains of being feveriſh. 
His valet has been diſpatched for a 
phyſician. He 1s, of all ſick men, 


the moſt impatient and ungovern- 


able; he ſwears, ſtorms, curſes his 


fate: What a gueft! An officer 


without politeneſs, a man without 
principles, and a fick man without 


Faun! 4 


—— my Ar Mann come 


and ſee us, if you can venture 


abroad without danger; you may 
be ſure to be received as one of the 
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LETTER XL. - 


CAPTAIN FREDERIC REUMAR 70 
CAPTAIN GEORGE KRONENGOLD.. 


L * 
» * fo ; % 


I T is an infernal caſe, yes, George, 


upon my ſoul a moſt infernal caſe, 
that I muſt * remain here, groaning 
and ſuffering like a woman in child- 
bed, whillt millions of rabble, the 
very refuſe and off-ſcouring of crea- 
tion, enjoy perfect health and hap- 
pineſs. It is to you, and your 


damned revels I am obliged for this 'Y 
tis that helliſh bacchanalian ſupper, 


and theabominable wine with which 
you 
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you ſupplied your gueſts, that now 
fires my blood and tears my entrails. 


I am, however, ſo far fortunate, 
as to find myſelf in tolerable quar- 


ters here; and where do you think I 


am? But you might continue gueſ- 
ſing to eternity, before you could 


anſwer my queſtion rightly ; know 


then, that I have taken up my abode 
with —— the Curate of the village; 
this old Melchiſedek framed a thou- 
ſand objections to receiving me 
within the pale of his ſanctuary, 
but J ſoon brought him to reaſon, 
and not by any argument from the 
Talmud, or Septuagint either, The 
next day, I could no more move 
than a dog ſtill- born; the old 


Churchman paid me a viſit but my 


oaths, and vehement ejaculations, 
actually threw him into=s fever; 
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the good devil took flight, and I 
Have not ſeen him ſince. However, 
he is an honeſt fellow, and, if I 
muſt die here, he will not ſuffer my 
Joul to take the road to hell. 


The quack that they brought me, 
aſſures me, on the other hand, that 
my health will be ſoon re-eſtabliſh- 
| ed; the Curate, to give the devil 
his due, and all his ſatellites, are 
very civil to me; if they continue 
do behave themſelves well, I ſhall 
reward them accordingly, although 
the ſaid Curate, from the bottom of 
his ſoul, piouſly wiſhes me ſafely 
depoſited between four planks, and 
under te ten feet of earth. 


My k knave of a ſervant has Juſt 


reported to me a diſcovery he has 


made of-a-handſome young wench, 
the 
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the daughter of a Major Wolkmar, 
and of another whom he calls his 
wife, no bad piece either. There 
is a moſt lamentable tale concerning 
them in circulation here, but of 
which I do not believe a ſingle ſyl- 
lable. If the Curate honours me 
with another viſit, I ſhall pump his 
reverence upon the ſubject; but I 
do not expect to ſee him at my bed- 
| fide again, for he juſt as much loves 
to hear me ſwear, as I do to hear 
him preach, If I find myſelf 
better in a few days, I ſhall intro- 
duce myſelf to theſe dear creatures, 
and invite them, with Mrs. Ulrich, 
(who reſembles the old Spaniſh 
Duenna deſcribed by Cervantes im 
his Fealous Eftremaduran) to take 
chocolate with me; the reſt you 
know comes of courſe, 


Write 
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Write to me ſoon, Kronengold ; 
how are you? what do you do? 
Make my compliments to all our 
friends in camp; — you are happy 
dogs ! You eat, you get gloriouſly 
drunk,—and I am under regimen ! 


Your's, &c. 


FREDERIC REUMAR. 


